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Permanent Traffic Recorder Data Collection Report Methodology

The monthly Permanent Traffic Recorder Data Collection Report is designed to provide reliable data to traffic engineers,
state planners, traffic operations, other government agencies, regional administrators, the Washington State Patrol,
private businesses and the citizens of Washington State. This report is administered and produced by the Statewide
Travel & Collision Data Office of the Washington State Department of Transportation.

This report is comprised of data collected from permanent traffic recorders monitored by the Traffic Reporting Analysis &
Processing Section (TRAPS) and NW Regional Traffic Office. The data has been validated and verified for this report; it
has been processed through the TRansportation Information and Planning Support System (TRIPS).

The information within this report is:
e Monthly Average Daily Traffic (MADT)
e MADT compared to previous months for all comparable sites
e MADT compared to same month previous year
e Missing data in month reported
e Comparison of current month to previous years
A legend is supplied for each page of listed site data.
The codes are:
“Low” = (< 7,000 vehicles per day)
“Low-to-Medium” = (7,000 -<40,000 vehicles per day)
“Medium” = (40,000 -<100,000 vehicles per day)
“High” = (100,000 + vehicles per day)
“REC” = Recreational route
e “Region” = Geographical location
For questions about this report or further site information, please contact the Traffic Reporting Analysis & Processing
Section (TRAPS) supervisor at 360-570-2392 or E mail this section at stcdoadc@wsdot.wa.gov
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GLOSSARY

AR e Alternate Route
SR STate Route

MP....c i e Miile Post
PTR......ceeiiiiiiiiii i v e e oo Permanent Traffic Recorder
ADT......ccieiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeene oo Average Dally Traffic

TRIPS ... Transportation Information and Planning Support System
SRMP........civviiiiiiii i en ... Sttate Route Mile Post

RRT .o Related Roadway Type

For answers to any questions about this report and or if you wish to have a further detailed report for one of the sites that
the Traffic Reporting Analysis & Processing Section (TRAPS) is currently monitoring, please call Tony Niemi at (360) 570-
2392 or Pamela Pope at (360) 570-2396.

To obtain classification, length and or speed information please contact the Traffic Reporting Analysis & Processing
Section (TRAPS) of the Travel Data & Analysis Branch at stcdoadc@wsdot.wa.gov
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Executive Summary

This report provides information on traffic volume changes and trends. The data for this report is collected from 89 Permanent Traffic
Recorder (PTR) sites on state highways.

The pattern of traffic volume has changed among all the volume group locations (Low, Low-to-Medium, Medium, High). The volume
has an overall increase of +2.3% when compared to the 5-year average from 2003 to 2007.

Traffic Volume Change Report for MAR 2013*

Percent Change from the Baseline Traffic Volume (5-Year Average from 2003 to 2007)
By Highway Volume

Traffic Volume Change Report
MAR 2012 MAR 2013
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*Mormal TrafficVolume is the expected level of volume for the month, which was forecasted by the five-year average (2003-2007) oftraffic volume as a
baseline (0.0%).

Unit of volume measuremeant is monthly average daily traffic (MADT).

Source: Statewide Travel & Collision Data Office from Permanent Traffic Recorder Sites
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Compared to the traffic volume trend (average daily traffic) the overall traffic volumes for March 2013 reflect an
increase of (+2.3%).

Traffic Volume Trend*

Percent Change from the 5-Year Average from 2003 to 2007*
JAN 2010through MAR 2013
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£.0%
B0% 41—
-10.0% 4—
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-12.0% -

Baseline Traffic Volume [2003-2007 Average]

*Traffic\Volume Trend is 8 weighted average of traffic volume changss among allreportable Permanent Traffic Recorder (PTR) sites. Weights are calculated
proportional to the amount of monthly vehicle miles traveled (WMT, 2008-201 1) based on highway volume. MAR132 Preliminary data.

+Mormal TrafficVolumeis the expected level of volume for the month, which was forecasted by the five-yesr average (2003-2007) of trafficvolume as a baseline
{0.0%).

Unit of volume measurement is monthly average daily traffic{MADT).

History of the Data:

-Feb -May 2011 - Gas prices inoreased, mudslides, severe thunderstorms, tsunami alert .
-Jan 2012 - Winter storm - |ce/Snow with widespread pows outages,.
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Volume Change at Permanent Traffic Recorder Sites - March 2013

Low Volume Sites
['] Less than 7,000 Vehicles Per Day

Low to Medium Volume Sites
() 7,000 to 40,000 Vehicles Per Day

A\ 40,000 to 100,000 Vehicles Per Day (Medium Volume)
* Over 100,000 Vehicles Per Day (High Volume)

e I A

Medium to High Volume Sites

|

Percent Change

Color indicates range of percent
change at each PTR site

EEOOCOCE M

Over 10% increase
6% to 10%

2% to 6%

Within +/- 2%

-2% t0 -6%

-6% to -10%

Over 10% decrease

Routes within Volume Group
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