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Presentation agenda

• SR 520 vulnerabilities.

• Plan overview.

• Transportation 
management plan.

• Communications plan.

• Next steps.
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SR 520 vulnerabilities
• The SR 520 bridge is 

vulnerable to 
earthquakes and 
windstorms.

• WSDOT is addressing 
SR 520 vulnerability by:

• Accelerating the 
project schedule.

• Advancing 
pontoon 
construction.

• Developed a 
catastrophic failure 
plan.

Midspan of the Floating Bridge – Facing West

West Approach – Facing 
Northwest

Portage Bay Bridge – Facing 
West
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• Builds on established 
emergency management 
procedures.

• Highlights short-term and 
long-term traffic 
management and 
communications strategies.

• Was developed in 
collaboration with 
emergency responders, 
jurisdictions, transit 
agencies and businesses.

Catastrophic failure plan
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Jurisdiction and agency collaboration

Overall catastrophic failure plan
• Catastrophic failure planning kick-off.

• Tabletop exercise.

• Action strategy workshop.

Transportation management plan
• Level 1 evaluation—development of packages.

• Level 2 evaluation—development of strategies.

• Level 2 evaluation review.

Communications plan
• Public information officer work session.
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Transportation management plan

• Traffic management strategies in key corridors.

• Regional transit service.

• Transportation demand management and transportation 
system management.
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Strategy development and analysis
Current Cross-Lake Washington Traffic Patterns
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Strategy development and analysis
Projected Cross-Lake Washington Traffic Patterns Following a SR 520 Bridge Failure
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Strategy development and analysis
Central Puget Sound Regional Chokepoints Affected by a SR 520 Bridge Failure
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Traffic management strategies
SR 520 Closure Detour and Alternate Routes
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I-5 traffic management strategies
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I-5 traffic management strategies—downtown Seattle
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I-90 traffic management strategies
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SR 522 traffic management strategies
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SR 520 traffic management strategies
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Emergency transit rerouting and shuttle service
Key Regional Transit Facilities and Emergency Rerouting
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Transit service during recovery
Projected Cross-Lake Washington Transit Connections Following a SR 520 Bridge Failure 
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Key transit strategies

• Enact emergency reroute procedures on detour and 
affected routes.

• Increase transit service.

• Implement public awareness and incentives.

• Provide additional    
park-and-ride capacity.

• Consolidate routes and 
reprioritize service 
hours.
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Transportation demand management and 
transportation system management

TDM
• Alternative work 

arrangements.

• Trip consolidation.

• Proposed cross-Lake 
Washington ferry.

• Growth and 
transportation 
efficiency centers 
(GTECs).

TSM
• Incident response 

teams.

• Ramp metering.

• Variable message 
signs and highway 
advisory radio.

• Internet traffic reports 
and 5-1-1 system.
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Communications plan—purpose 

• Consistent messaging across 
agencies and jurisdictions.

• Guidelines, strategies and tools 
for WSDOT.

• Suggestions for jurisdictions 
and agencies.
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Communications plan—audiences 

• Emergency service 
providers.

• Local, regional, state and 
federal transportation 
decision-makers.

• Local jurisdictions, 
neighbors and community 
organizations.

• Media.

• Transit agencies.

• Utilities.

• Drivers and commuters.

• Freight carriers.

• School districts and higher 
education institutions.

• Businesses and employers.

• Traditionally under-
represented and special 
needs groups.

• Tribal nations.

• Regulatory agencies.
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Communications plan—approach 

• Phases
• Pre-storm.

• Response.

• Recover and restoration.

• Roles and responsibilities
• Field staff.

• Within WSDOT.

• Suggestions for jurisdictions and agencies.

• Activities and strategies
• Key questions.

• Basic messages.
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Next steps

• Tool for jurisdictions.

• Regional readiness and 
response.

• Ongoing dialog and 
coordination.



Questions?

For more information visit the project website at:

www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/SR520Bridge


