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Standard Section 4(f) FHWA Document Review and Approval Process1 
 

                                                           
1 Note:  This process is not applicable to de minimis determinations or Programmatic 4(f) Evaluations. 

Note: 
• For DCE only the Sec. 4(f) document 

is sent for review. 
• For DEIS or EA the full document 

(which includes the Sec. 4(f) 
evaluation) is sent for review.   

• For an EA, the review will cover the 
4(f) portion, but it is helpful to send 
the entire EA.  

Consult with resource owners and local 
jurisdictions as needed to identify 
resources and develop alternatives.  
FHWA Area Engineer available to assist. 

Note:  
• For EIS FHWA signs the FEIS 
• The FEIS is circulated as part of 

normal EIS process 

Prepare Section 4(f) Evaluation: 
• ID 4(f) Resources 
• ID Uses 
• Evaluate Avoidance Alternatives 
• Identify Measures to Minimize Harm 

Send document to FHWA Area Engineer for 
review and resolve his/her comments 

FHWA Area Engineer sends document for  
30-day Legal Sufficiency Review 

Resolve Legal Comments 

FHWA Area Engineer Signs Section 4(f) 
Document 

Publish the Section 4(f) Document and Circulate 
to other Federal Agencies (DOI, NPS, HUD, Ag) 

for 45 days minimum. 
This review is part of the normal 45-day review 
for a DEIS, and will extend the normal 30-day 

public review for an EA. 

Resolve Comments 

Finalized statement in ROD, FONSI, or DCE 


