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RESPONSE F02-030 

This comment was selected as an action item during the June 23, 2003 meeting 
with EPA, FHWA, and WSDOT.  Based on input from this meeting, indirect 
and cumulative impacts to wetlands has been clarified in sections 3.3.5 and 
3.3.6 of the FEIS. 

 

RESPONSE F02-031 

FHWA has developed Interim Guidance on Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA 
Documents dated February 3, 2006. WSDOT has followed this guidance in 
analyzing Mobile Source Air Toxins (MSATs) for the SR 167 Final EIS.   This 
guidance indicates that detailed assessment of air toxics is not necessary if the 
AADT threshold of 140,000 vehicles per day (vpd) is not exceeded.  The 
project is anticipated to have only 100,000 vpd which is less than the AADT 
threshold that would trigger additional analysis. Therefore, no additional MSAT 
quantitative analysis has been conducted. 

 WSDOT will consider the use of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel at the time of 
construction depending upon sufficient availability and comparable cost with 
other diesel.  Puget Sound Clean Air Agency is recommending a voluntary low 
sulfur diesel fuel program in the state of Washington. 

 

RESPONSE F02-032 

Please see sections 3.5.3 through 3.5.5 of the FEIS for discussion of air quality 
impacts. In addition, the proposed project will facilitate the movement of trucks 
in and out of the Port of Tacoma by relieving congestion and taking trucks off 
local streets away from sensitive receptors. The number of trucks going in and 
out of the Port of Tacoma area are a function of the Port’s operations and will 
increase with or without the SR 167 Extension project.  The SR 167 Extension 
project will reduce congestion and improve truck mobility thereby reducing air 
quality impacts. 

 

RESPONSE F02-033 

As noted above in Response F02-032 the proposed project is expected to 
improve quality by reducing congestion, taking trucks off local streets and 
improving region-wide truck mobility. 
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RESPONSE F02-034 

See responses F02-031and F02-032 above. 

 

RESPONSE F02-035 

The discussion of impacts of operation, including discussion of MSATs have 
been updated and include the FHWA interim Guidance on the analysis of 
MSAT’s, please see sections 3.5.4 and 3.5.6 of the FEIS. Also, see responses 
F02-031 and F02-032 above. 

 

RESPONSE F02-036 

WSDOT will consider the use of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel at the time of 
construction depending upon sufficient availability and comparable cost with 
other diesel. Puget Sound Clean Air Agency is recommending this as a 
voluntary program in the state of Washington. 

 

RESPONSE F02-037 

Indirect impacts have been clarified in the FEIS.  Resources that were expected 
to experience substantial cumulative change were identified as critical resources 
and those sections were updated to include both an indirect and cumulative 
impact analysis.  Critical resources for the project are water resources (section 
3.2); wetlands (section 3.3); wildlife, fisheries, and threatened and endangered 
species (section 3.4); land use, socioeconomics, and environmental justice 
(section 3.11); farmland (section 3.12); and cultural resources (section 3.16). 
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RESPONSE F02-038 

Please see Response F02-037 for discussion regarding secondary impacts. 

 

RESPONSE F02-039 

The cumulative impacts analysis has been revised.  Section 3.1.2 of the FEIS 
describes the criteria examined in determining indirect and cumulative impacts. 
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RESPONSE F02-040 

WSDOT met with EPA, USFWS, and WDFW three times between May 2002 
and October 2002 to discuss methods and information used for cumulative and 
secondary effects analysis.  Despite specific requests by WSDOT for 
appropriate models to use, Community Viz and Smart Growth Index were not 
identified.   Models acceptable for use in cumulative and secondary effects 
analysis should be referenced in guidance documents.  The FEIS includes 
limited additional analysis (e.g. corridor imperious surface analysis) as well as 
reformatting the information in the FEIS. 

 

RESPONSE F02-041 

Section 7 consultation has been initiated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries).  The 
project’s commitments to the necessary performance measures, and terms and 
conditions of the Biological Opinion issued by the Services, will be included in 
the federal Record of Decision regarding the project. 

 

RESPONSE F02-042 

The addition of low-cost wildlife crossings and the use of over-sized culverts or 
clear-spanning structures, will be considered at appropriate locations. 
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RESPONSE F02-043 

The principles of context sensitive design will be applied wherever possible. 
Roadside plantings will be done in accordance with WSDOT’s Roadside 
Classification Manual.  Native plants will be used for the Riparian Restoration 
Proposal (RRP).   

 

.RESPONSE F02-044 

The description of multimodal aspects of the project including HOV lanes and 
pedestrian and bicycle accommodations has been updated, see section 3.15 of 
the FEIS. 

 

RESPONSE F02-045 

The project now includes two park-and-ride lot locations, one at the Valley 
Avenue interchange and one near the SR 161 interchange. Please see sections 
3.14.2 and 3.14.3 of the FEIS. 

 

RESPONSE F02-046 

An over-crossing at the Recreation Center was evaluated, and was determined 
to be unreasonable because of low recorded non-motorized demand.  The 
preferred (Urban) SR 161 interchange includes an overcrossing east of the 
Recreation Center, see figure 2-7. 

 

RESPONSE F02-047 

WSDOT is not proposing an extension of the separate use path beyond SR 99.  
The project will accommodate the Interurban Trail and re-establish public 
access connection to the trail in the vicinity of 70th Avenue East and I-5.  The 
relocated portion of the trail will be ADA accessible, a separated Class I or II 
non-motorized path linking to the City of Fife’s bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 


