
What we heard:

• provide non-motorized connections that 
are more direct, intuitive and safe

• reduce visibility and material/energy    
consumption of the infrastructure

• enhance and activate open space while 
considering views and the gateway 
experience

2012 SCDP BASELINE CONCEPT

2014 REFINED CONCEPT

September 2014

SR 520 Montlake Lid Area

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc.

Plan Comparison
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1. Better regional connections
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2. More useable open space
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4. Improved pedestrian experience
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3. Buffered views of the roadway

)������������
	�������	��
�
����

����	
��������������
���
����'�!�'	
����������
�����
��
�	�	���'���


)���������	
!��&���

���
�������
�����
�
����	
	�	�	
!�
���
�������'�!������
��(����
�����


20’ wide

12’ high

14’ wide

10’ high

Baseline �"����%������&��������!��������"��	#
�����������

��������"����%������&��������!��������"��	#
�����������

#�

���
�����������
����
	�����
������	���
�����
�����
	�������
	��������
	��
�	��


5. Safer undercrossings
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SR 520 Montlake Lid Area

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc.

Perspective View Location Key
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Dawson Trail Under Mainline (looking north)

Dawson Trail at Lid (looking west)
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SR 520 Montlake Lid Area
Perspective Views

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc. DRAFT
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Dawson Trail at Montlake Boulevard E (looking east)2 2

• more inviting undercrossing
• improved visibility between 

Dawson Trail and Montlake
• improved sightline through 

passage
• separated lanes for 

pedestrians and bicyclists 
in passage

• increased light and visibility at Dawson Trail level
• wall and portal treatments give structure a lighter expression
• inviting connections up and down

existing view ���	���	�����

baseline view

��
��	�����

Montlake Blvd E

Montlake Blvd E

west
bou

nd 
on 

ram
p fr

om
 

Mont
lake

 Blvd 
E

westbowestbowestbowestbowestbouund onund onund onund onund d on ramp  ramp ramp amp ramp ram fromfrom from fromfrom

MontlaMontlaMontlalaMontlaMont ke Blvke Blvke Blvke Blvke Blvvke Blvk vd Ed Ed Ed Ed EEEd

bicycle/pedestrian ramp to Mo Montlakentlakentlaklaklak  BlvdBlvdBlvdBlvd E Blvd Evdvd

bicycle
bi

/pedest
/pedest
/pedest
/pedestrian rarian raan ran raan ramp to M

mp to Mp to MMto M
mp to M
mmp to M
m to M
m

MMMMMMMMontlake
ontlake
ontlontlakentlakeakeakeakentlakentlake
ontlakentontlakentlontlakentntlakeentlakeelakentlakeakeaketntntlakentlakeentlakentlntlnttntlakent akeake Blvd E

 Blvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd EBlvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd EBlvd EBlvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd EBlvd EBlvd EBlvd EBlvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd E
 Blvd EBlvd E
 Blvd Evd EBlvdd EBlvd E

September 2014

SR 520 Montlake Lid Area
Perspective Views

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc. DRAFT
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Montlake Boulevard E Crossings at Lid (looking south)
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West Lid (looking southeast)6
6

• more useable open space
• the lid is an urban trailhead 

linking to many outstanding 
open space and institutional 
destinations

• lid programming geared toward 
movement and discovery

• trees and other landscape elements on west lid support Olmsted greenway vision 
from Arboretum around E Lake Washington Blvd to Montlake Blvd E
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Lid From E Lake Washington Boulevard (looking northwest)9
9

• Olmsted legacy is more than historic details and viewsheds…it is about an 
urban system of green connections that supports a healthy community

• maintains buffer of highway and 
increases visibility of sky and 
landscape beyond 520

• lid and 520 become less of a 
barrier
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On The Land Bridge (looking north)11
11

���	���	�����baseline view

��
��	�����

• better regional connection
• visibility of land bridge allows 


���
�
�	
������
��
���

enhanced sense of security

• trail slope under 5% encourages 
users of all ages and abilities

• more useable open space, including potential for viewpoints or pause places in visible locations
• vegetation suitable to rooftop condition could complement University of Washington Botanic Gardens collections
• Husky Stadium provides landmark for views north

east lid area

land bridge pathway

Husky Syyyyyyy tadium

Husky Husky Husky y StadiuiuStadiuStadiudiuudd mmmm

Husky Ssky SuskyHusky SSyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy taaaaaaaadadiumadiumaadadiumadiumadadiumadiumadiumadiumummumumumtatataadadiumiiumumumaaaaadiumadiumuma umumumumadiatadadadiummaadtatataadiumaaadadiumtadatadaaaaaada ma md mdadtaddaaaaaaaaaaataa
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East Montlake Park Area (looking southwest) East Portal from Trail (looking west)15 16

15
16

baseline viewbaseline view
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hand carry boat launch area

hand carry boat launch area

East Montlake Park

SR 520 Floating Bridge 
bicycle/pedestrian path
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Shelby-Hamlin Area (looking southeast)13

13

• view of freeway remains 
buffered

• view of lid wall is reduced
• more useable open space 

with viewpoint near active 
���
�
�����	��	

• better regional connections encourage positive activity in all seasons
• sustainable stormwater strategies in rest of park integrate WSDOT 

stormwater facility visually and functionally

existing view ���	���	�����

baseline view

��
��	�����

E Montlake ParkP
easeast stt lidliidd

land land ridgbridge
E Montlake Park

E Park Drive 

East

E Park Drive 

EEast
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East Lid / Land Bridge (looking southwest)14

14

• better regional connection from 
Arboretum and points south to 
East Montlake Park and UW

• dramatic reduction in concrete, 
steel and other construction 
materials (30%)

• reduced O&M costs
• land bridge elevation 15’ lower 

than lid
• more room for trees and wetlands 

at sides of roadway
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SR 520 Montlake Lid Area
Perspective Views

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc. DRAFT
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East Portal from Mainline (looking west)

O&M Building Area (looking west)
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SR 520 Montlake Lid Area
Perspective Views

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc. DRAFT
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Shoreline Trail Under Mainline (looking north)19
19

• improved pedestrian experience
• trail on boardwalk increases 

visibility and discourages 
nuisance behavior under mainline 
near abutment

• addition of land bridge connection allows shoreline trail to relate to 
slower immersive experience of wetlands, islands and boardwalks

• land near abutment can be restored to shoreline wetland

���	���	�����baseline view
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SR 520 main line and on/off ramps

path connecting Washington Park Arboretum to 
East Montlake Park

new boardwalk k kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
connecting 
to Arboretum
Waterfront Trail

SR 520 main line and on/off ramps
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SR 520 Montlake Lid Area
Perspective Views

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc. DRAFT
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Perspective Views

Note: Graphics are conceptual and omit 
various site details such as lighting, signals, 
signage, ground level vegetation, etc. DRAFT


