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• Update on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) district 

nomination 

• Overview of the historic district 

• Information on being listed in the NRHP 

• How to review and comment 

2 

Presentation overview and meeting purpose 
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Key facts about a National Register Historic District 

• Is a group of buildings & other resources united by history, appearance, 

planning or development. Focus is on buildings’ exteriors, not interiors. 

• Has a “Period of Significance”  

• Includes “contributing” and “non-contributing” buildings 

• Includes both significant and less important (context) buildings  

• Will not be listed if a majority of property owners object 

• Listing (or eligibility) in the National Register requires consideration of 

effects as a result of Federal actions 
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• Does not create restrictions on use, treatment, transfer, or sale of 

private property 

• Does not lead to public acquisition  

• Does not require public access  

• Does not lead to local historic district zoning or landmark designation  

• Can be the basis for walking tours, signage, or publications 

• May lead to recognition and local pride 

• May lead to better designed alterations & new houses 

• May lead to increased resale value 

Listing in the National Register… 
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Montlake Historic District Draft Boundaries 



6 

Key Elements of the Montlake Historic District  

• Period of Significance: 1905 – 1959 
 

• Almost 1,200 buildings: 
• Approximately 94% of buildings within were constructed within 

the period of significance.  
• Approximately 80% of buildings are contributing elements to 

the Montlake Historic District. 
 

• The district contains mostly residential buildings, with notable 
exceptions (NOAA, Seattle Yacht Club, Montlake School, Montlake 
Community Center, commercial buildings on 24th Avenue East, 
parks, etc.). 
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Montlake: The Land Within 
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Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition,1909 

Olmsted Parks & Boulevards Plan, 1903 

Early development of the Montlake area 
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The Montlake Cut (1917) and Montlake Bridge (1925) 



1907 

1916 

1915 
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Craftsman style houses in Montlake 



Colonial Revival 

Colonial Revival style houses in Montlake (1920s) 
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Tudor Revival houses in Montlake (1920) 
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Modest and vernacular houses in Montlake 



Historic Building Research: Property Record Cards 
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Historic photographs, building materials and early owners    



Historic Building Research: Seattle City Directories 
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Property owners/occupants, including occupations 



Historic Building Research: Newspaper Articles 
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Information on significant buildings, 
including architects and builders 
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Historic Building Research: Other Sources 

• King County Assessor’s Data 

• Information from neighborhood residents 

• Historic maps 

• Plat maps 

• Architect biographies 

• Historical narratives 
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The Montlake Historic District NRHP Nomination 

Montlake Elementary School (Floyd A. Naramore, 1924) 



What to expect in the Montlake NRHP Nomination:  
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• This is still a DRAFT document.  

• We are interested in more information to add.  

• A draft neighborhood history and description are included.  

 

The final NRHP Nomination: 
• Follows a specific format in accordance with the National Park Service 

guidelines. 
• Will not include photos of each house – only a sampling of photos. 



What will be included in the final Montlake 
NRHP Nomination? 
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General Information on the NRHP Nomination Form 

• Table of total contributing/non-contributing properties 

• Current and historic building functions  

• Predominant building materials 

• Period of significance/significant dates 

• Prominent architects and builders 



What will be included in the final Montlake 
NRHP Nomination? 
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Narrative district overview 

Overall character, including: location, topography, size, building types, 

dates, plat history, boundaries, general building information, streetscapes, 

alleys, landscape features, etc. 

 

Statement of Significance 

General history of the Montlake community, including: key events, 

key people, factors influencing development, etc.  



What will be included in the final Montlake NRHP 
Nomination? 

22 

Individual property information 
• Property data and descriptions  
 

Geographical Data 
• Verbal boundary description with UTM points & boundary justification 
 

Graphics 
• Maps: community map & map of contributing/non-contributing properties  

• Photos: 5x7 printed house photos (up to 40 prints, 2 sets), digital images 

of neighborhood (up to 12), historical photos as appropriate 

• PowerPoint presentation 



How to review the draft:  
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1. Go to ftp://ftp.wsdot.wa.gov/incoming/MontlakeHistoricDistrict/ 

2. Identify on the map the block(s) you want to review.  

3. Open the file with the block number. 

4. Find the address or addresses you want to review. 

5. Open file titled Montlake Narrative Overview to review historic context  

of neighborhood. 
 

To provide comments: 

• Use the comment form on the FTP site. 

• Include property address (not site numbers – they will change). 

• Provide comments via email by Jan. 5, 2015. 

Please email comments to Steve Archer, archers@wsdot.wa.gov. 
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How to review the draft and provide comments: 

Step two – click here 
to review the 

instructions and the 
comment form before 

continuing. 

Step three – click 
here to review the 
map of the district. 

You will be able to find 
the block numbers 
you would like to 

review on this map. 

Step one– click on the link or type the 
link into your search bar.  

Step four – open file titled 
Montlake Narrative Overview 
to review historic context  of 

neighborhood. 
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Step five – click on 
the block section 

that you are 
interested in 

reviewing. That will 
open the individual 

block numbers. 
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Step six – once you 
have clicked on the 
block you would like 

to review a 
document will open 
that you can read 

through. You will be 
able to look for the 
address that you 
are interested in 

and read the related 
information. 
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Step seven – Fill out the comment 
form and send it to Steve Archer at 

archers@wsdot.wa.gov. 
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Anticipated Timeline for District Nomination 

November 2014:  
Draft of Historic District nomination ready for review. 

December 2014:  
Montlake community review of nomination.    
*Comments due on Jan. 5, 2015. 

February 2015:  
Final nomination package submitted to DAHP. 

June 2015:   
State Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Meeting/ Review and Recommendation. 

Late summer 2015:  
National Park Service review (45-60 days). 

Fall 2015:  
Listing in the NRHP.  

Seattle Yacht Club, constructed in 1919 
by John Graham 
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• The Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation oversees 
National Register nominations in Washington: 
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/national-register-of-historic-places  

•    Contact Michael Houser, State Architectural Historian, at 360-586-3076 
 or michael.houser@dahp.wa.gov 

• The National Park Service website has more information: 
www.nps.gov/nr/national_register_fundamentals.htm  

• Visit WSDOT’s program website:  
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/ 

• Contact Steve Archer, WSDOT, 206-805-2895 or archers@wsdot.wa.gov  

 

 

For more information 

http://www.dahp.wa.gov/national-register-of-historic-places
mailto:michael.houser@dahp.wa.gov
http://www.nps.gov/nr/national_register_fundamentals.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/SR520Bridge/
mailto:archers@wsdot.wa.gov
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