L-012
01/19/2011 15:45 PM

From: David Allen

To: SR 520 DEIS Comments:

CC: Babuca, Daniel; Krueger, Paul W (UCO):
Subject: comment letter on 520 DEIS from City of Seattle
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2006 3:50:12 PM

Attachments: Seattle 520 DEIS comment let FINAL .pdf

** Reply Requested When Convenient **

Paul,
Please find attached our comment letter.

This is a pdf and may be large, so I am sending the attachments
mentioned in the letter in separate emails.

thank you,
David

David Allen, MCP

Senior Planner, Seattle Dept. of Transportation (SDOT)
Mailing address: PO Box 34996 / Seattle, WA 98124-4996
Physical address: 700 5th Ave. Ste. 3800 / Seattle, WA
206/733-9302 (v) 206/684-3635 (f)

Our offices are located on the 38th floor of Key Tower, 700 5th Ave,
Seattle

COMMUTER CASH incentive program

Cut car trips & get cash - up to $150.

Earn $20 for each friend you refer to the program.
www.seattle. gov/waytogo/

**% eSafel scanned this email and found no malicious content ***
*¥¥% IMPORTANT: Do not open attachments from unrecognized senders ***
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L-012-001

L-012-002

& SDOT

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Director

Seattle Department of Transportation Grace Crunican,

October 31, 2006

Paul Krueger
Environmental Manager
SR 520 Project Office
414 Olive Way, Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98101

Dear Mr. Krueger,

[ am writing on behalf of the Mayor to comment on the SR 520 Bridge Replacemlent and
HOV Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS.) The City appreciates the
opportunity to comment on this important regional project and also appreciates the
State’s on-going involvement with the affected jurisdictions as this project mov.

forward. The City’s detailed comments are attached for your consideration. I would like

to highlight our key concerns as follows. I _

SIZE

Size of the facility must be reduced and more clearly conveyed in the EIS do¢uments.

As the City has discussed with WSDOT, the width of the facility must be red 1ced.
We request that WSDOT continue working with the City of Seattle on design
modifications to narrow the facility through Seattle. Also, the FEIS should provide
information on the width and height of the alternatives in more locations. The FEIS
should also provide more visual renderings of the alternatives from various angles to
provide a better understanding of the scale of the project.

IMPACTS
¢ More examination of impacts to parkland and the Arboretum is requiredl

Examples of affected parklands which should receive closer examination include but
are not limited to the following:

®

Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 5" Avenue, Suite 3900, PO Box 34996 Seattle, WA 98124-4996
Tel: (206) 684-ROAD (684-7623), TTY/TDD (206) 684-4009, FAX: (206) 684-5180
Internet address: http://www.seattle.gov/transportation

SR 520 Bridge Repladdheav@lppporhgjéyemployer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.
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L-012-003

L-012-004

L-012-005

L-012-006

L-012-007

L-012-008

The current model shows that the Pacific Street Interchange Option will increase
traffic through the Arboretum. Traffic and noise impacts should be identified and
assessed.
Seattle Parks Department owns submerged lands which are used for aquatic
recreation such as boating, fishing and wildlife viewing. These submerged lands
are 4(f) resources and should be included in the assessment of impacts and
potential mitigation.
East Montlake and McCurdy Parks both contain SEPA protected views. These
views are amenities of these parks and should be considered 4(f) resources. The
Pacific Street interchange will directly impact these views and thus the 4(
resource. Analysis of these impacts must be provided and the impacts addressed.

The FEIS should provide more information on construction impacts. ‘

The State should provide information on the full impacts of construction on and from:

Temporary construction bridges

Possible closure of Lake Washington Boulevard ramps
The University of Washington

The Arboretum

Seattle neighborhoods

Local streets

The FEIS should provide more details on mitigation.
The State should provide detailed information on mitigation plans during and after
construction for:

The University of Washington o ;
The Arboretum .. i ,T'3:3 v
Seattle neighborhoods . fia
Local streets

Fireboat issues |

The Seattle Fire Department has raised concerns about the height of the mainline
bridge, which would require certain fire boats to travel to the east side of the lake, to cross
under the new eastern high-rise. This would require additional minutes in travel time in

this, the western high-rise would need to be higher than proposed. Please continu

each direction, costing precious time in responding to emergencies. In order to p%vent

work with the Seattle Fire Department on this issue.

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project oEIS Setaor SO0EN0. 25 vB.lon
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L-012-009

L-012-010

L-012-011

L-012-012

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

Page 3 of §

¢ Replacement, relocation and protection of utilities owned by Seattle Public

Utilities (SPU)

SPU will want to identify broken facilities, facilities that need replacement due to
corrosion or other damage, or utilities which are undersized and need replacement. SPU
would like to replace those utilities as needed during the project construction. SPU will
also want to work closely with the project to identify which SPU utility facilities will
need to be relocated due to project impacts and which SPU utilities can be protected in
place.

PROJECT ASSUMPTIONS AND OUTPUTS

* Some of the outputs of the transportation forecasting model do not appear
realistic.
¢ The DEIS forecasts that in 2030 it will take approximately 100 minutes foi' a
single occupancy vehicle to travel on SR 520 from Bellevue to I-5 in the morning
peak hour. What does the model forecast for total travel time (from origin to
- destination) for the average SR 520 SOV commuter westbound in the morning
peak hour?
® The model shows an unrealistically high number of car trips traveling on Boyer
Avenue East to and from the Arboretum. Boyer Avenue East is not designed to
- carry such a high volume of vehicles, the City has concerns about increased traffic
through any part of the Arboretum, and the south entrance of the Arboretum at
East Madison Street has constrained access. Given these factors, how will most
of these trips be accommodated, if not on Boyer Avenue East? i

® The effects of important developments in regional planning and transportation

policy could affect project need and design. |

The travel forecasting approach used in this DEIS for predicting 2030 bridge travel
has not taken into account certain important initiatives currently under consideration in
the region. The city is interested in the potential impact of these initiatives to hclp| guide
decision-making on this project. PSRC is currently considering an important shift in land
use strategy for the region as part of their Vision 2020 update process. We believe that
one of the alternatives in that process, "Metropolitan Cities," would have a subs |tial
impact on the conclusions stated in this DEIS, especially mode share and total travel
demand. We suggest that for the FEIS, WSDOT research the transportation results to date
of PSRC’s Vision 2020 update. Then, apply the conclusions about transportation impacts
in the update to the SR 520 Project’s assumptions. Would implementation of the

Page 179
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L-012-012

L-012-013

L-012-014

L-012-015

Page 4 of 5

"Metropolitan Cities" alternative change the DEIS conclusions about travel demand and
mode share on SR 520 in 2030?

o The project as designed is not consistent with the realities of global warming or
the Mayor’s Climate Action Plan goals. |
The realities of global warming and the Mayor’s Climate Action Plan call for the
reduction of global warming gas emissions. The Mayor’s Climate Action Plan calls for
reduced driving. While the 6-lane alternative does not add general purpose lanes, i]rt does
not reduce SOV driving. The Climate Action Plan also calls for regional congestion
pricing. (See comment on regional congestion pricing, below.) T

¢ Regional congestion pricing should be examined.

The project model includes tolls on SR 520 in 2030 which are not optimized t
manage demand on SR 520. The project model does not assume tolling on any other
roadways and WSDOT wants to limit spillover effects from SR 520 onto other roadways.
We believe this is an unrealistic assumption, given the intense interest that regional
pricing is currently receiving from policy makers as a congestion management tool.
Also, WSDOT’s Congestion Relief Analysis study (March 2006) showed that, compared
to a baseline condition, that pricing travel in 2030 on the major highway facilities around
Puget Sound would substantially reduce the number of person trips across Lake
Washington. The FEIS should investigate how implementing the pricing scenarios
described in the WSDOT study would affect the traffic conditions on the SR 520
alternatives being evaluated in this DEIS.

e Flexible Transportation Plan (FTP) ;,Ln

Please confirm that the FTP only accounts for the demand management programs that
are already assumed in the regional model and which are represented in the model as
higher parking costs. Did WSDOT consider an FTP in the SR 520 corridor that s ses
the outcomes of the demand management program in the region in general? As one of
only two transportation corridors across Lake Washington, SR 520 has great potential for
demand management to have a strong impact. Are there reasons to assume that SR 520
would have no more robust a set of demand management programs than the region as a
whole?

Attached is a matrix of more detailed comments on the DEIS from City departmeﬁts.
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Please note that I also sent a letter to David Dye, WSDOT’s Urban Corridors
Administrator, asking for additional information on the SR 520 Project. The City needs
this information to make an informed decision on a preferred alternative
recommendation. For your convenience, that letter is attached. wliaded

The City appreciates the State’s consideration of these comments. The City looks

forward to continuing to work with WSDOT and other parties to move forward on this
important regional project.

Leirneae

G Crunican, SDOT Director

Sincerely,
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(“
Ch» S D O T Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Seattle Department of Transportation Grace Crunican, Director

September 29, 2006

Mr. Dave Dye

Urban Corridor Administrator
401 Second Ave. South, Ste 560
Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Dave:
L-012-016 ’ .
This letter is to inform WSDOT of the City of Seattle’s draft of a preferred alternative on
the SR 520 Project and the criteria required for Seattle to support an alternative other than
the Four-Lane Base Alternative. See attached draft resolution.
As the draft resolution indicates, the preferred alternative for the City of Seattle is the
Six-Lane Pacific Street Interchange Option, but the City’s fallback position is to preserve
the current capacity of the existing facility with the Four-Lane Base Alternative.
More information is needed by the City of Seattle to make an informed decision on a
recommendation on a preferred alternative. The City cannot select a final preferred
alternative 1.mtili we receive a satisfactory response on the following unresolved issues:
L-012-017
1. Construction
© What are the construction impacts on Seattle nei ghborhoods?
- 0 What are the construction impacts on the University of Washington?

o What are the construction impacts on the Arboretum, other parks and
wetlands ? _

o What are the construction impacts on the Seattle transportation network,
especially if the Lake Washington Boulevard ramps are closed during
construction? ; '

L-012-018
2. Construction Coordination How will WSDOT coordinate SR 520 construction
-with other construction projects by the University of Washington, Sound Transit
and WSDOT? '
L-012-019 3 Mitigation and Addressing Impacts What are the proposed mitigation packages
and project designs to address impacts on the following areas?

o Seattle neighborhoods

o the University of Washington

o the Arboretum ) _

o the Seattle transportation network, especially if the Lake Washington
Boulevard ramps are closed during construction i

ST

Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 5th Avenue, Suite 3900, PO Box 34996, Seattle, WA 98124-4996
) Tel: (206(1/684—.Rt0AD (684-7623), TTY/TDD (206) 684-4009, FAX: (206) 684-5180 Page 182
i A Cemet 39‘]8?, - htlp:ffwww.seattle.gov/tramportation For Internal Use Only -- 01/20/2011 20:43 PM
2006 Draft EIS Copents an S RSSPRAERS & HpTuyer A% 8 mmodations "r people with disabilities provided on request.




L-012
01/19/2011 15:45 PM

Mr. Dave Dye |
September 29, 2006

Page Two |

L-012-020 4. Cost Estimates and Finance Plan

o What is the complete financial plan to fund the SR 520 Project in light of
the recently increased cost estimates? In order to be realistic, the financial
plan must include the additional costs of addressing impacts to the
University of Washington, the Arboretum and Seattle neighborhoods.

o What were the assumptions used in generating the new cost estimates? It
is very unclear what was and was not included in these new estimates.

e 5. Regional Tolling How and when could the State employ tolls on multiple
regional facilities in a coordinated system? How could regional tolling fit into the
SR 520 finance plan?

Responses to these questions will provide fundamental information required to make a
decision on a preferred alternative. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

B { | N LA~
G s - . ¥

Grace .'I('runiC-aln, Director
Seattlé Dept. of Transportation

1

—_—
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ght Rail. A summary of possible affected water lines is presented in the on tab [WATER LINES
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From:
To:
CC:

Subject:

Date:
Attachments:

Barb Wilson

SR 520 DEIS Comments:

Kirsten2 Pennington: Kevin McDonald: Valerie2 Kinast:

Amalia Leighton: Tom Eanes: Tony To: Kirsten Pennington:

Carl See: Chris Fiori: karen kiest: Kay Knapton: Mimi

Sheridan: George Blomberg: Martin H. Kaplan: Linda Amato:

Barb Wilson: Casey Hanewall: Casey Mills: David Allen:

David Della; Emelie East: Greg Nickels: Grace Crunican:

Guillermo Romano: Jan Drago: Jean Godden: John Rahaim:

Layne Cubell: Michael Fong: Michael Mann: Nick Licata:

Peter Steinbrueck FAIA: Phyllis Shulman: Richard Conlin:

Richard Mclver: Robin Magonegil-Wantoch: Sally Clark:

Diane Sugimura; Tim Ceis; Tom Rasmussen; Nathan

Torgelson: Steve Sheehy; Hilda Blanco; Jerry Finrow; Valerie

Kinast: M. Michelle Mattox: Mahlon Clements:

Planning Commission comments on the SR 520 Bridge
Replacementand HOV Project DEIS

Tuesday, October 31, 2006 3:11:57 PM

520 DEIS Draft Letter to WSDOT Oct 31, 2006 Final.pdf
520 DEIS ReviewMatrix Oct 31, 2006 FIN..pdf

Dear Ms. White:

Attached are the Planning Commission's comments on the SR 520 Bridge
Replacement and HOV Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement. This
includes a brief letter and a more detailed chapter by chapter Comment
Matrix with specific comments on the DEIS analysis. The Planning
Commission will be sending separate comments to the Seattle City Council
Committee of the Whole on the R 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
which will focus more specifically on considerations for the City of

Seattle in regards to this project.

Please feel free to contact me for questions or clarifications.

Thank you,

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only
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Barbara Wilson, Director

Barbara E. Wilson

Seattle Planning Commission
Executive Director

(206) 684-0431
barb.wilson(@seattle.gov

**% eSafel scanned this email and found no malicious content ***
% IMPORTANT: Do not open attachments from unrecognized senders ***
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City of Seattle

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Seattle Planning Commaission

Barbara Wilson, Executive Director

Jerry Finrow, Chair | 'October 31, 2006
Tony To, Vice-Chair

Linda Amato i ;

I-Il|rl] da Blg:oo Megan White, Director

George Blomberg WSDOT Environmental Services Oftice

Mahlon Clements P.O. Box 47331

Tom Eanes Olympia, WA 98504

Chris Fiori

Marfir 1, Kepian RE: Seattle Planning Commission comments on the SR 520 Bridge Replacement and
Kay Knapton s P

Valerie Kinast HOYV Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Amalia Leighton

M. Michelle Mattox Dear Ms. White:

Kevin McDonald

glf:gnsﬁggﬂg‘gton The Seattle Planning Commission appreciates the opportunity to comment on the SR 520

Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).
Barbara Wilson,
Executive Director | The Planning Commission is an independent citizen volunteer advisory body that provides
Casey Mills, advice and recommendations to City officials. As stewards of Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan,

Planning Analyst our comments and recommendations focus on the SR 520 project’s relationship to City
planning goals, policies, and plans. The full Commission (with the exception of those who

have recused due to conflicts of interest”) has reviewed specific sections of the SR 520
DEIS. The attached Comments Matrix presents our specific comments.

General Observations:

The three alternatives and their options present a range of potential solutions. We concur
that the No Build Alternative would not meet the safety and transportation needs of Seattle
restidents; however we also believe that the other alternatives have significant disadvantages.

Both the Four-Lane and the Six-Lane Alternatives are consistent with the transportation
goals outlined in Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan. Both alternatives will have greater impacts to
communities and the natural environment and the sheer size and scale causes us concern.
The current choice on the table appears to be a choice between transportation and transit
tunctionality with greater impacts versus a system that would not function as well but would
be slightly less adverse. We remain open to the possibility that another solution may still
exist.

L-013-001 Based on our review we find that the Six-Lane Alternative provides increased opportunities
to move people and goods, including transit mobility, in the near future. However, in terms
of costs versus benefits, it remains unclear whether the Four-Lane or Six-Lane Alternative
would be preferable in the long term due to a lack of clarity concerning how each would
allow for the addition of high-capacity transit infrastructure. While the Pacific Interchange
also provides increased opportunity for transit mobility, these benefits may be oftset by
potentially significant adverse impacts. Increased opportunity for both bus and high capacity
transit is of enormous benefit to the region. However, we are particularly concerned about
noise impacts, the health of the arboretum, the potential visual blight and unusual height of

Department of Planning and Development, 700 5th Ave Suite 2000; PO Box 34019 Seattle WA 98124-4019
Tel: (206) 684-0433, TDD: (206) 684-8118, Fax: (206) 233-7883
SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV ProjectAn Equal Employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Page 215
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L-013-00fe Hroposed sound walls and Pacific Interchange proposal, the increased impacts to fish and wildlite habitat,
athd the impacts to Seattle neighborhoods. There are significant issues that will require a great deal of thought
athd effort by the State if the Six-Lane Alternative becomes the preferred alternative.

Again, we apprectate the opportunity to provide our comments on this project, recognizing the magnitude of its
importance to the community and region. We would be happy to meet with your statt at an upcoming Planning
Commission meeting to discuss the SR 520 project and our DEIS comments.

Sincerely,

g - /{ﬂj 737? AN

Jerry Finrow, Chair
Seattle Planning Commission

cc
Secretary Doug McDonald, WSDOT

Mayor Greg Nickels

Seattle City Council

Tim Ceis, Emelie East, Nathan Torgelson, Michael Mann, Mayors Office
Michael Fong, Casey Hanewall, Council Central Staff

Phyllis Shulman, Council Staff

Grace Crunican, Bob Powers, Dave Allen, SDOT

Diane Sugimura, John Rahaim, DPD

Karen Kiest, Guillermo Romano, Layne Cubell, Seattle Design Commission

*SPC RECORD OF RECUSALS AND DISCLOSURE

Commissioner Steve Sheehy disclosed that he works for Sound Transit, who is a co-lead on the project. Commissioner Sheehy recused
Dimself from all Planning Commission activities and discussion on this matter.

Commissioner Kirsten Pennington disclosed that her firm CH2ZM Hill had a large part in writing the draft. Commissioner Penninglon
recused herself fronm all Planning Compiission activities and discussion on this matter.

(Notes: Advisory board members are not required to disclose the natire of a conflict of interest that results in a recusal. Also Planning
Commission policy allow Commissioners to recuse themselves even when the City’s ethics policies do not dictate recusal).

Commissioner [erry Finrow disclosed that he is employed by the University of Washington which has a great interest in this project but that
be has no financial conflict of interest thus is not required to recuse. In addition, Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission (SEEC) Director
has provided Mr. Finrow with a Advisory Opinion that determined that he has no financial interest so must disclose on the record and to SEEC
office but can participate in all Commission discussion and activities on this matter.

Commissioner Amalia 1eighton disclosed that her sister is employed by Envirolssues which contracts with WSDOT to assist in the 520
Public Involvement process. Commissioner 1.eighton has no financial conflict of interest and thus is not required to recuse.

Commissioner Kevin McDonald disclosed that he is employed by the City of Bellevite which has a great interest in this project but that be has
no financial conflict of interest thus is not required to recuse.

Commissioner Hilda Blanco disclosed that she is employed by the University of Washington which has a great interest in this project but that
she has no financial conflict of interest thus is not required to recuse.

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Page 216
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| Té'wn of

~ Serving Our Residents ' | - 3000 Hunts Point Road

425.455.1834 fax 425.454.4586

Hun ts P oint - - Hunts Point, Washington 98004

L-014-001

Seattle, WA 98101-1209 '_

- Subject: SR-520 - 84t Ave NE Interchange Designs

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only :

‘www.ci.hunts-point.wa.us
October 31, 2006

John C. Milton, P.E.

SR 520 Project Director
414 Olive Way, Suite 400
MS NB82-99

Dear Mr. Milton,

As we have discussed with you and your staff, the Town of Hunts Point has

_ requested that WSDOT evaluate alternate traffic lane configurations for the 84th

Avenue on-ramp with the new SR520 Bridge.

We are seeking a solution to improve the flow of traffic on SR520, which will
lessen congestion on local streets in Medina, Clyde Hill, Yarrow Point, and Hunts
Point. As you know, all of our neighborhoods suffer from the consequences of
commuters cutting through our local residential streets to get to the last ramp on
520, thus avoiding huge back ups on 520 that sometimes stretch back the 148th,

Hunts Point has retained Transportation Solutions Inc. (TSI) to review and
develop alternative access configurations that would minimize impacts on all our
neighborhoods, while improving the operation of your proposed six-lane
alternative. TSI’s “Alternate Configuration” calls for the construction of a

~ westbound HOV onramp off the lid, directly into the HOV lane, similar to the

HOV onramp configuration on I-90 at Island Crest Way. Additionally, we

 propose double stacking on the SOV onramp to lessen back ups on 84t and
: .'Po:ints Drive. ; e o

 This alternative was recently preparéd by TSI, and has not been fully discussed or

sorted out by the Mayors of the Points Communities for potential benefits and/or

“additional problems. We intend to analyze this Alternative with WSDOT over the
~ next few months. Better ideas may evolve from those discussions. :

- It does, however, seem obvious to me that an HOV ramp entering from the right
- lane of 520 is a problem. Alternatively, with HOV entering in the center lane, it
‘should reduce mainline congestion by eliminating the need for HOV traffic to

weave from an outside onramp across two general purpose lanes into the inside
HOV lane. Often 520 SOV lanes are at a stand still on the freeway, so merging
HOV traffic would stop and back up too. All of this merging and weaving is
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Mr. John Milton
Page 2/2

occurring in the section where the freeway climbs up from the 84t Ave. NE
onramp, compounding the congestion even more.

Although we have not provided much detail in the attached Alternative
Configuration, TSI proposes three lanes coming across the 84t Avenue lid, as it is

today. Headed north, the lanes would be;

1 SOV lane to loop on-ramp, which possibly splits to two lanes for
additional stacking on the ramp. (eastern most lane)
2. Center Lane for access to Hunts Point, and for HOV traffic that would
turn left at the middle of the lid, yielding to a,

o 8 Hunts Point egress lane (western most lane, not much traffic exiting
Hunts Point)

The benefit of this configuration is to improve the flow of 520, thus lessening
congestion south of the lid.

Recognizing that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement indicates that
WSDOT will incorporate evaluation of alternatives to the interchange design, we

ask that this alternative be studied to reduce the impact of cut through traffic in
our neighborhoods.

Thank you again for working with us. We welcome further discussion as you
proceed forward with analysis of this proposed interchange modification and
other design refinements.

Sincerely,
Town of Hunts Point

Vald DHhs...

Fred McConkey
Mayor

Attachment

‘cc.  Mayor George Martin

Mayor David Cooper
Mayor Miles Adam
Paul Krueger

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only
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From: Larry Howard

To: Krueger, Paul W (UCO);

CC:

Subject: Released from eSafe SPAM quarantine: Mr. David Cooper 520 DEIS
Letter

Date: Wednesday, November 01, 2006 7:26:46 AM

Attachments: 520 DEIS Oct-06.doc

Dear Mr. Krueger:

Attached is the 520 DEIS letter that Yarrow Point Mayor David Cooper stated that would be sent to you
per his email to you this morning. If you have any questions please contact me at Yarrow Point Town
Hall, (425) 454-6994. Thank you very much for your attention.

Larry Howard

(Clerk/Treasurer)

*** o@Safe2 scanned this email and found no malicious content ***
*** TMPORTANT: Do not open attachments from unrecognized senders ***

No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.409 / Virus Database: 268.13.21/509 - Release Date: 10/31/2006

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Page 234
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L-015-002

TOWN OF YARROW POINT
4030 — 95" Ave NE
Yarrow Point, Washington 98004
Tel: 425.454.6994 / Fax: 425.454.7899
townhall@ci.yarrow-point.wa.us

October 30, 2006

Mr. Paul Krueger, Environmental Manager
SR 520 Project Office

414 Olive Way, Suite 400

Seattle, WA 98101

Dear Mr. Krueger;

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the DEIS for the expansion of SR 520. As you
know, 520 crosses through a portion of the Town of Yarrow Point, adjacent to Clyde Hill and
adjacent to the Town of Hunts Point. The existing Right of Way has hosted a popular 5.6 mile
trail called the Points Loop Trail, that connects these three communities and Medina and Kirkland
to valued habitat preserves and parks along the way.

Trail alignment

The Points Loop Trail is to return to "recreational use after construction". However, the August
18th DEIS on Page 7-18, Exhibit 7-11, shows the revised trail going through the private property
of the proposed Fairweather Trail Short Plat. The graphic is unclear, and confused with the
“Limits of Construction” line, so analysis and understanding are elusive.

Please clarify the intent for the Points Loop Trail; what is to be a temporary condition for the
period of construction only, what is to be the final trail alignment, what properties are being
impacted for both the temporary and permanent alignments of this trail and what actions are
required to secure either the properties or easements to cross them.

We are mindful of the Section 4(f) Evaluation section that impacts to recreation areas, public
parks and wildlife or waterfowl refuges are prohibited unless there is a feasible and prudent
alternative, and the project includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the property. What
actions are proposed to minimize harm to the resources adjacent to this valuable recreation
element? Is there to be a walkway on NE 33%as partial replacement? How is the crossing of
92™ Avenue to be handled?

Noise, Screening and Vegetation Loss

The DEIS proposes to utilize the existing HOV lane that exists today on the north side of 520
through this area for the purposes of construction. During that period of construction, it is to be
assumed from maps included in the DEIS that the limit of construction includes all DOT owned
right of way. Today this area provides some protection to neighboring residents against noise
and views of the highway. We are concerned about the loss of this vegetative buffer during the
long construction period, yet find no remediation of these impacts during the construction period.

We also understand that the project proposes to move to the north in the right of way, and, in the
long run, see no helpful discussion of adjacencies of residences to this final alignment, or of the
final disposition of the north line of the highway with respect to these nearby homes, nor sections

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only
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showing vertical and horizontal distances between them and the roadway. Residences in this
area are considerably higher than the highway, so we are concerned that sound walls adjacent to
the highway would not have an effect on noise to adjacent residences west of 92nd Avenue NE.

We would request no further impact to those properties that were divided in the 1963
development of SR 520, and ask that provision be made in the planning for construction that
noise and buffering be addressed with these residences in mind.

Lids

Included in the DEIS for the 6-lane alternative are two 500 foot-wide lids (should be 3 including
the Evergreen Point lid in Medina) whose purpose is to "reconnect" the neighborhoods divided by
the existing highway. The Town of Yarrow Point would like to discuss this proposal, as would the
City of Clyde Hill and the Town of Hunts Point with WSDOT when a final proposal is made for the
width of the highway. Should the 6-lane option emerge as a preferred alternative, it is likely that
relocation of the proposed lid for 92nd Avenue N.E. and possibly also the lid for 84th Avenue N.E.
be combined and situated in such a way as to more fully reconnect the neighborhoods with local
parks and recreation elements in the area. This specifically may include lidding in between the
two roadway crossings to provide an appropriate pedestrian crossing from the south side (Clyde
Hill side) of the expanded roadway to Wetherill Nature Preserve. This would provide pedestrian
access from the points to the south separate from the two vehicular crossings of the highway.

We see this as a potential opportunity to provide pedestrian access and recreation access to the
parks and nature preserves associated with the Lake Washington wetlands for people coming
down from Clyde Hill, Medina and the south portion of Yarrow Point. In addition, it offers the
opportunity to link to regional trails within the Clyde Hill area and promote non-motorized access
even to the downtown Bellevue area.

We ask that the three jurisdictions be solicited to discuss the disposition of the two 500 foot lids
associate with 92nd Avenue and 84th Avenue, and identify an appropriate site for this crossing
consistent with our respective Comprehensive Plans.

Traffic Impacts

Finally, we are concerned with the degradation of circulation into the Town of Yarrow Point from
analysis of traffic impacts at offramps in our area. Exhibit 7-6. page 7-9, we believe, is confusing,
and perhaps inaccurate, in that it suggests that the last off-ramp east of the floating bridge (92nd
Avenue NE) could degrade to an "F" condition if the 4-lane option were implemented, or to an "E"
condition should the 6-lane option become the preferred option for construction of the highway.
We would ask that assistance be provided to the Town of Yarrow Point to understand the reason
for this degradation and that mitigation be provided in the form of traffic management, lane size or
alignment to ease this potential future condition.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this DEIS and we look forward to further discussions
with WSDOT after the preferred alternative is determined.

Sincerely,

David Cooper, Mayor
Town of Yarrow Point.

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
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October 26, 2006

|RECEIVED
0CT &0 2006

Mr. Paul Krueger, Environmental Manager

Washington State Department of Transportation :WshoT
State Route 520 Project Office

414 Olive Way, Suite 400

Seattle, WA 98101

Dear Mr. Krueger:

The replacement of the State Route 520 floating bridge is a project of regional
importance and will impact the travel patterns on the north end of Lake Washington
positively and negatively. The impacts may be positive once the project is completed,
depending on the level of tolls placed on the new bridge, and certainly negative during
the construction period, specifically to State Route 522 as a significant increase in traffic
volumes will be experienced.

For example, the intersection of State Route 522 and State Route 527 is currently
operating at capacity several hours per day. In order to minimize the impact of the State
Route 520 project in this area, the improvement projects slated for State Route 522
must be completed before the State Route 520 Bridge work begins. This request is in-
line with the current acceleration of capacity improvements to 1-405 in anticipation of
traffic diverting to 1-405 from 1-5, when the Alaskan Way Viaduct is reconstructed.

The discussions in the State Route 520 Bridge Replacement Draft Environmental
Impact Statement indicate that due to the increased traffic congestion on State Route
520, this will lead traffic to look for alternate routes, including State Route 522. The
addition of tolls to State Route 520 will only increase the number of vehicles looking for
alternate routes such as the over burdened State Route 522. The Cities of Bothell,
Kenmore, Lake Forest Park, and Woodinville are concerned that the use of tolling to
manage traffic during non-peak hours will increase traffic on SR-522 where congestion
may be less during these times.

Redirecting traffic currently using State Route 520 to other routes would create crippling
disruptions of regional traffic, which includes State Route 522, unless improvements are
undertaken to maximize the capacity of those corridors now.

As the State Route 520 construction time frame is estimated to be 7 to 8 years,
maintaining two lanes in each direction for thru traffic capacity will still be affected by

Professionalism « Respect « Innovation » Dependability ¢ Employee Accountability

City Administration
18305 101+ Avenue NE 9654 NE 182 Street
Bothell, WA 98011 Bothell, WA 98011
(425) 486 3256 (425) 486 8152
Fax: 486-2434 Fax: 486-2489

SR WW%@?@!W@ and HOV Project

2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only

Community Dev. & Public Works Fire and E.M.S. Police

Municipal Court
10726 Beardslee Boulevard 18410 101= Avenue NE 10116 NE 1837 Street
Bothell, WA 98011 Bothell, WA 98011 Bothell, WA 98011
(425) 486-1678 (425) 486-1254 (425) 487-5587

Fax: 486-4556 Fax: 487-0650 Fax: 488-3052
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Washington State Department of Transportation
Page 2 of 2
October 26, 2006

the construction activity resulting in motorists seeking alternate routes. It is estimated in
the EIS document that the westbound HOV lane will be closed for two years. This
change will negatively affect the capacity of State Route 520, resulting in motorists using
State Route 522 as an alternate route.

With the exception of the South Access project for the University of Washington
Bothell/Cascadia Community College Campus, improvements to the State Route 522
corridor that have already been made or scheduled for completion in the next two years
have been funded by federal funds and significant contributions by Sound Transit and
King County METRO Transit, not state dollars.

The Cities of Bothell, Kenmore, Lake Forest Park, and Woodinville are requesting the
State to provide adequate funding to complete the necessary projects in the State Route
522 corridor to ensure the impacts of traffic diverted as result of the State Route 520
Bridge Replacement Project have been minimized to the greatest extent possible.

The State Route 522 projects include:

« Realignment of the State Route 522 / State Route 527 intersection
« Completion of the widening of State Route 522 in the corridor

« Improvements to the State Route 522 / Kaysner Way intersection

These improvements will not only increase the vehicle capacity of the corridor but will
provide for transit service to be a more viable alternative in this corridor.

We request that funding be provided now to complete additional studies to determine
the appropriate mitigation in the State Route 522 corridor to address the expected
negative impacts.

Sincerely,

S\la

Mark Lamb
Mayor, City of Bothell

Sincerely,

DR bt —

David R. Hutchinson
Mayor, City of Lake Forest Park

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only

Sincerely,

iy Ctonee]

Randy Eastwood
Mayor, City of Kenmore

Sincerely,

Casky ot

Cathy VonWald
Mayor, City of Woodinville
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Washington State Department of Transportation
Page 2 of 3
October 26, 2006

cc:

Governor Christine Gregoire

Senator Rosemary McAuliffe
Representative Mark Ericks

Representative Al O'Brien

King County Executive Ron Sims

King County Councilmember Bob Ferguson
City of Kenmore

City of Lake Forest Park

WSDOT, Regional Administrator, Lena Eng
WSDOT, Sec. of Transportation. Douglas McDonald
RTID Chair Shawn Bunney

King County Metro Transit

Community Transit

Sound Transit

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only
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-fi' Port of Seattle

R

Monday, October 30, 2006 ™

Paul Krueger
Environmental Manager
SR 520 Project Office
414 Olive Way, Suite 400
Seattle, WA 98101

Attn: Paul Krueger, Environmental Manager
RE: Comments on the SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project

Dear Paul,
L-017-001
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV
Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The Port of Seattle, which
operates the Seattle Seaport and the Sea-Tac International Airport, supports regional
transportation projects which help move people and goods efficiently throughout the
region. The Port’s major interest in the SR 520 project is that freight movement,
including trucks with hazardous and flammable loads, are not compromised or restricted
on the new facility. The current Port understanding is that hazardous and flammable loads
will be allowed with all SR 520 options, including any tunnel or lidded sections of the
roadway. The Port would like to see the DEIS address the issue of hazardous and
flammable loads and affirm that they will be accommodated.
onres Interstate 90, not SR 520, is the major east/west freight route between Seattle and the
East Side. However, many trucks do use SR 520 to distribute goods and services and that
will likely increase in the future. The Port would like to see freight addressed in the SR
520 DEIS in a similar way that other modes were addressed, including bus transit, light
rail, bicycle and pedestrian traffic and parking. The DEIS should address specific issues
important to freight movement including roadway grades (as low as possible), and
vertical heights as high as possible for overhead structures (18” for oversize loads). The
Port believes that freight movement should be a major element of major roadway
environmental reviews because it is such an important element to the region’s economic
success.

P.O. Box 1209
Seattle, WA 98111-1209 USA
(206) 728-3000

SR 520 Bridge RepfRtEmeeaict?aQya2roject

2006 Draft EIS CorffHetRoaisg#tee ffses - Comments Only
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Mpr. Paul Krueger
Page 2

ax-aae WSDOT is currently planning the 1-90 Two-Way Transit and HOV Operations Project
and that project has considered restrictions of hazardous and flammable loads through
Seattle and Mercer Island tunnels on I-90. There currently are no restrictions on I-90 and
the Port would encourage WSDOT to look at the freight system holistically and not
redirect freight traffic.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the SR 520 Bridge Replacement and
HOV Project DEIS. The Port supports this work and strongly encourages WSDOT to
adopt a preferred alternative that accommodates freight movements along with other
modes of transportation.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 206-728-3832 or Project Planner Dan
Burke at 206-728-3376.

Sincerely,

%ﬁszﬁf/mm- Ak S

J6hn Okamoto
Chief Administrative Officer
Port of Seattle

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project
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KENMORE; 5:5 P.O. Box 82607 .+ Kenmore, Washington 98028-0607

BY THE LAKE

October 31, 2006

Mr. Paul Krueger 02 2008
WSDOT Environmental Manager

414 Olive Way, Suite 400 ! LA g e
Seattle, Washington 98101 Yo 38,040 §

e e

Re: SR520 Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Krueger:
L-018-001

The City of Kenmore is very concerned about the impacts to SR 522 during construction of a new
SR 520 bridge and the proposed tolls after construction.

The City of Kenmore has been working very hard, since incorporation, to improve operations of
SR 522 through our community and secure the funding necessary to implement those plans. To
date, we have amassed nearly $50 million dollars: a significant effort for a relatively new, small
city to accomplish, especially to correct a problem not of our making, on a WSDOT route of State
Wide Significance.

Even with our investment, our traffic model shows that all Kenmore intersections with SR 522 will
fail (83" Place NE, 80" Avenue NE, 73" Avenue NE, 68" Avenue NE, and 61 Avenue NE). If
the tolling study is correct and we experience an additional 3% - 15% growth in traffic as a result
of the toll on SR 520, the current and growing problem will only be exacerbated.

To date, Kenmore has worked in partnership with WSDOT, Sound Transit, King County, PSRC
and TIB to develop a working plan to help address the operational and safety issues on this
important corridor. We feel like we have taken a leadership role and have accomplished much for
such a new community. The draft EIS fails to properly address the impacts of the additional traffic
on SR 522 during both construction and implementation of tolls on the SR 520 bridge. The City is
requesting that the State propose mitigation for these traffic impacts to SR 522.

Thank you for this opportunity to review and comment on the draft EIS and we look forward to
continuing our partnership toward solving this mutual problem.

Sincerely,”

_,./-\-\_H/k‘}‘?;?’/ v

Stephen L. Anderson
City Manager

6700 NE 181st Street Office: 425-398-8900 . FAX: 425-481-323¢
S RSB iR S G RO SNl 16 Slmmneme
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CITY OF

Town of
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A di | B (bl eliff 1 % m

Town Of Yarrow Point

City of Clyde Hill —= Town of Yarrow Point — Town of Hunts Point — City of Medina
eptember 6, 2006

he cities and towns, known as the Points Communities, are directly impacted by the decisions relating to

tHe SR-520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. We have been active participants throughout the

ecade-long discussions and want to clearly communicate our positions and encourage other stakeholders

tq support compatible project recommendations. The positions below reflect the project recommendations

the Clyde Hill City Council, Hunts Point Town Council, Medina City Council and Yarrow Point Town

Clouncil.

k the chief elected officials of our communities and members of the SR-520 Bridge Replacement and HOV
foject Executive Committee, we have a vested interest in this project as well as an obligation to protect our
pighborhoods and the environment by ensuring that the project includes appropriate mitigation. Our

oject recommendations have been developed over the course of several years as a result of citizen input,
Ctive participation at all levels of the planning process and ongoing discussions with SR-520 Project Staff.

(e believe that our project recommendations are consistent with the goals of the SR-520 Bridge

W)
Replacement and HOV Project, which were developed by the Trans-Lake Washington Study Committee
a

nd adopted by the co-lead agencies and all the project’'s committees:

= |mprove safety and reliability
= |ncrease mobility for people and goods
= Avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate the project effects on neighborhoods and the environment

Ypur support for a project recommendation that is compatible with the Points Cities and Towns Project
Recommendation is strongly encouraged.
Reespectfully,
_ ‘:...,‘. / y z/"—_:’; /.('/A_‘

M"' @' Aﬂ.ﬂ/\o\“\ L I
N{iles Adam David Cooper George Martin Fred McConkey
Mayor Mayor Mayor Mayor
City of Medina Town of Yarrow Point City of Clyde Hill Town of Hunts Point

Preferred Project Alternative & Acceptable Options

Our Cities and Towns are in support of the following project and project options

6 Lane Alternative (two general purpose lanes plus an HOV lane in each direction)
- Construct project with pontoons sized to carry future high-capacity transit

Place the eastside bicycle/pedestrian path to the north of the highway
Retain the Evergreen Point freeway transit stop...Do not eliminate this stop

rovide direct transit access at 108th Ave NE to the S. Kirkland Park and Ride

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Page 243
2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only For Internal Use Only -- 01/20/2011 20:43 PM



L-020

/19/2011 15:43 PM

SR 520 Britdge Beﬁlauemm and HOV Project

(A .' COMMENT FORM

Additional Sheet:
ALV c{
,.%;' Salwvidn 9301

Last Name ' Zip Code: Page__L of_}_
September 21, 2006 Draft EIS Public Hearings

vl B T e przonLudivs o he CX 49 Bothell] O 0L

OC 0 Wl pgfuete) 1T0T boole trtrnup-ed
potodl i limi & SK- 550 (bl fars o

s

3
N
"
A
e
¢
A
3

B

6 s T Tatyy Coae & eppropninll, Joidigeln,

e b |
20 (hos) Lig6-2767 o T e
G g P Ty ey

BRI Demrﬁﬂml o% 'ﬁ'nmpoﬁmmn

% ‘Washington State:
’ Department of Transportation r b Fe em Highwa Mrmnm_rnhon
SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project SOUNDTW _ Page 244

2006 Draft EIS Comments and Responses -- Comments Only . For Internal Use Only -- 01/20/2011 20:43 PM




	2006 - Local Jurisdiction
	2006 - Local Jurisdiction_02



