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The Washington State Department of Transportation’s Tacoma/
Pierce County HOV Program is designing and constructing 70 lane 
miles of high-occupancy-vehicle (HOV) lanes on state highways in 
Pierce County. The program’s first HOV lanes opened in 2007 on 
SR 16 between Union Avenue in Tacoma and Olympic Drive in Gig 
Harbor.  Along with building HOV lanes, the projects incorporate 
other highway improvements such as adding safety features, 
enhancing the environment, and improving mobility.

The map below shows what projects are funded and now being 
worked on. These projects will add over 16 miles of HOV lanes 
to I-5 and SR 16, and will connect to the HOV lanes built north of 
the King/Pierce County line. The timeline below shows when each 
project will be designed and constructed. The map at right 
 shows how WSDOT plans to expand HOV lanes  
even further into Pierce County when 
more funding becomes available.
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I-5/SR 16: Westbound Nalley Valley

I-5: Port of Tacoma Road to King County Line – HOV

I-5: M Street to Portland Avenue  – HOV
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I-5/SR 16: Eastbound Nalley Valley 

I-5: Portland Avenue to Port of
Tacoma Road – Southbound HOV

I-5/SR 16: HOV Connectors

HOV Program Map
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HOV Program Timeline*

I-5/SR 16: Westbound Nalley  Valley

I-5: Port of Tacoma Road  to King County  Line – HOV

I-5/SR 16: HOV  Connectors

*WSDOT’s mission is to keep people and business moving. To that end, the above project timeline is subject to change based on decisions about maintaining traffi c mobility during construction. 
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Program Accomplishments

The map at right illustrates WSDOT’s 320-mile core 
HOV network in greater Puget Sound. Most of those 
HOV lane miles, about 225, are located north of Pierce 
County and are already open to HOV traffic. Over the 
last 10 years, however, WSDOT has been working hard 
to improve highways in Pierce County to ready them for 
HOV lanes, and in the case of SR 16, to build the HOV 
lanes themselves.  An impressive list of projects has been 
completed in this effort:

2008 - I-5: South 48th Street to South M Street and 
   South M Street to Pacific Avenue 
2007 - SR 16: 36th Street Interchange to Olympic Interchange
2007 - SR 16: Union Avenue to Jackson Avenue
2007 - SR 16: Jackson Avenue to 36th Street Interchange 
2004  - SR 16: Pearl Street to Jackson Avenue 
2002 - SR 16: Sprague Avenue Interchange to Snake Lake 
2001 - I-5: 38th Street Interchange

Two more HOV projects are now under construction:  
2009 - I-5/SR 16: Westbound Nalley Valley - WSDOT is building a 
new westbound viaduct, the first of three projects to expand the 
Nalley Valley Viaduct and build direct-access HOV connections 
between SR 16 and I-5 HOV lanes; and

2009  - I-5: Port of Tacoma Road to King County Line - HOV - 
WSDOT is building northbound and southbound I-5 HOV lanes that 
will extend almost three miles into Pierce County.  Both projects 
are scheduled to open to traffic in 2011.  

And there is more...the other side of this flyer shows the 
timeline and locations of more HOV projects coming 
soon to Pierce County.

  Benefits of HOV Lanes
n  Efficiency n  Reliability n  Speed, ease, money

HOV lanes improve freeway efficiency HOV lanes improve public transit People who use HOV lanes find that 
by moving more people in fewer cars. reliability by allowing buses to maintain HOV traffic generally moves faster, their 
During rush hour, HOV lanes carry one their schedules. Carpools and vanpools commutes improve by sharing the ride, 
third of the people in only one fifth of benefit the same way. and they save money on fuel and vehicle 
the vehicles. maintenance.

For more information:  www.tacomatraffic.com

John Wynands, Program Director Claudia Cornish, Communication Manager  
360-709-8130 360-709-8173
wynandj@wsdot.wa.gov cornishc@wsdot.wa.gov

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Individuals requiring reasonable accommodations may request these written materials in alternate formats, sign language interpreters, 
physical accessibility accommodations, or other reasonable accommodations by contacting WSDOT at 360-709-8173. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact WSDOT through 
the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

Title VI Statement to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin and sex, as 
provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs 
and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, 
please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.
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