
Construction on the fast track
WSDOT is using a design-build project delivery method for Phase 2. With this method, WSDOT selects a contractor who 
is responsible for completing the design and constructing the project. This approach allows the project to be completed 

in June 2010, up to a year faster than 
WSDOT’s original construction schedule. 
This is because WSDOT selected Kiewit 
Pacific Co. using a formula that included 
the pace of the construction schedule in 
addition to the bid price and other 
elements. The total project cost for Phase 
2 is estimated at $84.4 million.

SR 519 and the Alaskan Way 
Viaduct and Seawall Replacement 
Program contributed $15.5 million to the 
project. Completing Phase 2 prior to the 
start of major south end viaduct 
construction ensures that people and 
goods continue to move in the SODO 
neighborhood

Why is this project important?
State Route 519 is an important thoroughfare for cars, 
trucks and pedestrians in Seattle’s SODO district. The SR 
519 Intermodal Access Project will increase mobility and 
safety by improving connections between I-90, I-5 and 
the waterfront. The project will make the corridor safer 
for pedestrians and bicyclists. Traffic movement will be 
enhanced for vehicles ranging from freight traveling to the 
Port of Seattle to commuters traveling to Colman Dock.

 

 

Currently, pedestrians and vehicles must wait to cross the railroad 
tracks at S. Royal Brougham Way

The S. Atlantic Street (Edgar Martinez Drive S.) on-ramps to I-5 and 
I-90, and the S. Atlantic Street overpass over the railroad tracks were 
Phase 1 improvements

Phase 1: on-ramp improves
access, safety
In 2004, WSDOT completed Phase 1 of the SR 519 
Intermodal Access Project. Work included a new S. Atlantic 
Street on-ramp to I-5 and I-90. This overpass separates 
road and railway traffic and improves access between I-90 
and waterfront locations such as the Port of Seattle and 
Colman Dock. 

Phase 2: construction under way
Work began in October 2008 on Phase 2 of the project.  
Crews hit the ground running by widening the First 
Avenue S. and S. Atlantic Street intersection to add turn 
and through lanes.  Crews completed the widening in 
early April 2009 and drivers and freight haulers saw an 
immediate improvement to traffic flow at the intersection.  
In late March 2009 crews began construction of the new 
bridge over the railroad tracks on S. Royal Brougham 
Way.  Work starts in May 2009 on the new I-90 off-ramp 
to S. Atlantic Street/Edgar Martinez Drive.  These  
improvements will eliminate remaining safety issues 
related to surface-level rail crossings and make the 
corridor safer and more efficient for traffic that depends 
on waterfront access, including freight haulers and 
ferry passengers.

Crews drilling the foundations for the new S.  Royal Brougham Way 
Bridge. The bridge will cross over the railroad tracks, improving safety 
for vehicles and pedestrians.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on 
computer disk for people with disabilities by calling the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of 
hearing may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service 
at 7-1-1.

 WSDOT ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis 
of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its federally assisted programs and activities. For 
questions regarding WSDOT’s Title VI Program, you may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at 360-705-7098. 

A commitment to quality
Quality design and construction are important to WSDOT, 
therefore project staff will closely monitor the contractor’s 
work. In addition, WSDOT will meet regularly with 
stakeholders to inform them of design and construction 
milestones, to review closure and construction plans, and 
to gather feedback on the project’s progress.

For more information
Please visit our Web site, www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/
SR519, for additional project information and construction 
updates, or call our toll-free hotline at 1-800-400-0761. If 
you have questions about the SR 519 Intermodal Access 
Project, please contact Greg Phipps at (206) 464-1265 or 
phippsg@wsdot.wa.gov. 

Artist’s rendering of project improvements, looking east onto 
Safeco Field.

Spring 2009
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Crews widened the First Avenue S. and S. Atlantic Street intersection to accommodate 
growing traffic demands. 



May 2008	 WSDOT selects three contractors to submit design-
build proposals for Phase 2. 

September 2008	 WSDOT evaluates the proposals and awards the 
contract to Kiewit Pacific Co.

October 2008	 Kiewit Pacific Co. crews break ground and began 
work to widen the First Avenue S. and S. Atlantic 
Street intersection.

March 2009 	 WSDOT opens new turn and through lanes at the 
First and Atlantic intersection.

April 2009  	 Construction begins on the S. Royal Brougham 
Way bridge.

May 2009 	 Construction begins on the westbound I-90 off-ramp 
to S. Atlantic Street/Edgar Martinez Drive S.

Early spring 2010	 S. Royal Brougham Way bridge and westbound I-90 
off-ramp to S. Atlantic Street/Edgar Martinez Drive S. 
scheduled to open to traffic.

June 2010	 Pedestrian portion of S. Royal Brougham Way 
bridge and pedestrian plaza scheduled to open.

First Avenue S. and S. Atlantic Street 
intersection widening

New travel and turn lanes will help move increasing traffic volumes.

Westbound off-ramp from I-90 and I-5 Provides a direct westbound route from the freeways to the waterfront,
which will help freight and commuters move faster and safer through the
stadium area.  

S. Royal Brougham Way Bridge Improves safety and mobility by separating vehicles and pedestrians from
railroad traffic.

How do the project features work together?

•	 Kingmaker Project, now known as the SR 519 Intermodal Access Project, commences

What is the construction timeline?

WSDOT contractor crews are building a bridge over the railroad tracks on S. Royal Brougham Way, and a new westbound 
off-ramp from I-90 and I-5 to the existing S. Atlantic Street overpass. In April 2009 crews have completed widening the First 
Avenue S. and S. Atlantic Street intersection to add turn and through lanes. 

What are the features of the project?
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What you can expect during 
construction
You will see significant construction activity and heavy 
equipment as crews build the new S. Royal Brougham 
Way overpass and I-90 off-ramp. The work will require 
the full closure of Third Avenue S., near Safeco Field and 
full and partial closures of S. Royal Brougham Way until 
early spring 2010.

The good news is that while things will look different, 
fans and event goers will still be able to get to all games 
and events. We will open one lane in each direction on 
S. Royal Brougham Way at least two hours before all 
Mariners home games and any event that expects to 
attract more than 15,000 attendees, including Sounders 
and Seahawks games. Although some sidewalks may be 
closed during games and events, we will provide clearly 
marked pedestrian access detours. Crews will stop all 
work at least two hours before games and events. 
Also, newly completed turn and through lanes at the 
intersection of First Avenue S. and S. Atlantic Street 
will help keep traffic moving.

Bridge construction will require full and partial closures of 
Royal Brougham Way

A convenient detour route will move traffic through SODO during 
construction closures on Royal Brougham and Third Avenue S.


