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RESPONSE F02-048 

The FEIS shows increased noise levels at the Puyallup Recreation Center. A 
noise wall was evaluated for the Recreation Center and found feasible but not 
reasonable at this time. WSDOT met with the Puyallup Recreation Center 
Officials on February 1, 2006, to discuss noise impacts.  At this meeting the 
City expressed that the future noise from the proposed SR 167 roadway would 
not substantially impair their activities.  Please also see sections 3.5.3 through 
3.5.5 and 3.6.3 through 3.6.5 of the FEIS for Air and Noise impacts.  The 
Puyallup Recreation Center is also discussed in the 4(f) evaluation, section 5.6.2 
of the FEIS.  

 

RESPONSE F02-049 

The discussion of Tribal Coordination in section 1.4.3 is modified in the FEIS.  
Consolidated Comments on the Tier II DEIS were received from the Tribe.  
Their concerns have been considered, and their comments and the associated 
responses are the part of the FEIS.  Please also see the responses to F02-050 and 
F02-051. 

 

RESPONSE F02-050 

The project team has met with the Puyallup Tribe to address many issues.  This 
includes regular quarterly meetings over the past couple of years with Tribal 
staff and individual tribal members as well as meeting with the Tribal Council.  
FHWA and WSDOT are committed to maintaining an open line of 
communication with the Tribe throughout the design and construction phases of 
this project. 
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RESPONSE F02-051 

The Feasible/Reasonable test was used to determine what noise walls can 

effectively reduce noise by at least 5 decibels or more (feasible), and is cost 

effective by providing noise reduction to enough sensitive receptors to justify 

the cost (reasonable). Only one wall (barrier) passed both tests and would be 

constructed. This noise barrier will be included in the final design of the 

preferred Urban Interchange option, which receives most of its noise from 

traffic on SR 167, SR 512, and SR 161.  WSDOT and FHWA have committed 

to the Puyallup Tribe to provide landscaped noise abatement structures along 

48th street East to mitigate noise impact to tribal trust land.  WSDOT and 

FHWA will assist the Puyallup Tribe in locating new businesses to minimize 

noise and visual impacts attributable to SR 167, by sharing noise study data and 

advising the Tribe with respect to quiet locations, landscaping and mitigation 

measures.  

 

RESPONSE F02-052 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) evaluation was not 
completed during Tier 1 process, despite best efforts.  Please refer to page 4-261 
of the Tier 1 document, which mentioned that the Form AD 1006 was sent to 
NRCS on November 21, 1995 and February 19, 1997.  NRCS, in its response 
dated March 20, 1997, explained that the Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 
will not be developed for the foreseeable future and returned the uncompleted 
form. 

CPA-106 forms (per the Farmland Protection Policy act) addressing project 
farmland effects, both with and without riparian restoration, were included in 
appendix E of the DEIS.  For the RRP option, the total points exceeded 160.  
The DEIS documented the consideration recommended by the Department of 
Agriculture for a site with a score of more than 160 (DEIS page 3-250).  The 
FEIS includes a revised Form CPA-106 to include evaluations of the Wapato 
RRP and the Conceptual Mitigation Plan, and the total score is now less than 
160. 

Currently, neither NRCS nor local governments have farmland protection policy 
in Pierce County.  Farmland protection as suggested by EPA does not fall under 
the scope of this project. 
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RESPONSE F02-053 

Section 3.14.2 of the FEIS, 2030 Network Data, summarizes the improvements 
that are factored into the build and no build calculations. 

 

RESPONSE F02-054 

TDM strategies that are in place now or will be implemented at project 
completion are listed in section 3.14.4 of the FEIS.  As described above, the 
FEIS contains a more developed plan for bicycle and pedestrian facilities and 
the addition of two Park-and-Ride lots.  The other items on the strategies list 
consist of educational items that WSDOT participates in statewide such as 
rideshare information and worksite commute trip reduction. 
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RESPONSE F02-055 

The Valley Avenue option, compared to the other two options in Table 3.2-8 of 
the FEIS, has “fewer total near or in-water work sites.”  The Freeman Road and 
Valley Avenue Realignment options would have more impacts to near or in-
water work sites than the Valley Avenue option and that is the primary reason it 
was selected over the other two options. 

The methodology used to identify and assess wetlands affected by the SR 167 
project is described in the “Wetland Discipline Report” prepared for the project 
and summarized in Section 3.3.1 of the FEIS. Mitigation for impacted wetlands 
is outlined in Section 3.3.7 of the FEIS. The wetlands affected by the project are 
described by sub-basin, including  Hylebos Basin (which includes Surprise 
Lake Drain), Wapato Basin, and the lower Puyallup Basin. The Puyallup Tribe, 
Friends of Hylebos Creek, and the project Technical Advisory Croup (TAG) 
have all been consulted during the preparation of Draft and Final EIS. Work to 
further delineate, characterize, and categorize existing wetlands is occurring. 
The additional information being collected is being incorporated into the project 
design to avoid and minimize impacts to wetlands, as well as to prepare a 
Wetland Mitigation Plan. 

A Section 404(b)(1) Analysis has been completed for this project and is 
included as chapter 4 in the FEIS. The 404(b)(1) Analysis demonstrates that 
“Alternative 2” from the Tier I FEIS is the least environmentally damaging 
practicable alternative (LEDPA).  On March 23, 2005, your agency concurred 
that the preferred build alternative is the least environmentally damaging and 
practicable alternative (LEDPA).  This concurrence was achieved through close 
collaboration with your agency on the analysis of environmental impacts, which 
led to the design of a bridge at the Valley Avenue interchange (preferred 
alternative) that will avoid the wetland adjacent to Wapato Creek. 

 

RESPONSE F02-056 

Environmental Justice impacts have been clarified in the FEIS, see section 
3.11.3.
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RESPONSE F03-001 

The wildlife, fisheries, and threatened and endangered species section 3.4 of the 
FEIS has been expanded to include indirect and cumulative impacts. This 
includes a discussion on growth and development in the project area. Please see 
sections 3.4.7 and 3.4.8 of the FEIS. 

RESPONSE F03-002 

The project Biological Assessment addresses impacts associated with 
urbanization on the Lower Puyallup River subpopulation of bull trout. The Bull 
Trout has been thoroughly evaluated in the project Biological Assessment and is 
included in the current consultation with NOAA Fisheries and the USFWS to 
obtain a Biological Opinion (BO) on the project’s potential affect. 
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RESPONSE F03-003 

Section 7 consultation has been initiated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries).  The 
project’s commitments to the necessary performance measures, and terms and 
conditions of the Biological Opinion issued by the Services, will be included in 
the federal Record of Decision regarding the project. 

The proposed RRP (Stormwater Management Plan) would reestablish a more 
natural condition for the floodplain surrounding the project corridor by 
removing obstructions, such as buildings, embankments and roadways.  
Compensatory mitigation areas for wetlands will also be provided, including 
buffers. The new expanded floodplain areas and wetlands, including buffers, 
would provide more open space areas that would offer connectivity to exiting 
wildlife habitats. The Hylebos Watershed, including upland habitats, would be 
connected through the expanded floodplain areas included in the RRP. Due to 
their use for flood protection, these areas would be protected from being 
developed for perpetuity. Please see revised figure 3.4-12 showing wildlife 
connectivity. 

We appreciate your participation in the Riparian Restoration Proposal (RRP) 
Technical Advisory Group.  The Technical Advisory Group has been invited to 
participate in the refinement of the goals and objectives of the RRP. 

Since the DEIS, the Wildlife Connectivity analysis has been moved from the 
Water Resources section to Section 3.4 Wildlife, Fish, and Threatened and 
Endangered Species. The text has been expanded to explain the potential for the 
RRP to provide protection and restoration of a fairly large contiguous block of 
land (189 acres) in the urbanized Puyallup Valley. Please see Section 3.4.3 and 
revised figure 3.4-12 showing where the upland habitats are located. 
Additionally, WSDOT and FHWA have been working with groups such as the 
Friends of Hylebos Wetlands, NOAA Fisheries, Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, Department of Ecology, and US Fish and Wildlife in proposing areas 
to connect wildlife in the Hylebos watershed and Wapato watersheds. 

 

 

RESPONSE F03-004 

Thank you for your support of the RRP. 




