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How will WSDOT
restore streams and wetlands?

W e Larger, thoughtfully designed bridges and

| culverts will connect and allow restoration
efforts wetland and stream habitats within
and adjacent to identified CEASs.

e Restore stream and wetland habitats
temporarily disturbed by construction.

* |mprove stream and wetland
connections on both sides of the
highway.

Connectivity emphasis areas (CEAs) are

wildlife, and hydrologic functions through
restoring or enhancing a connection to
habitat on both sides of the interstate.
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The design shown below has been identified as the selected alternative for the I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project

Where are there opportunities to educate

Milepost 55.1 120’ Bridge - - -
Gold Creek .- rde partners and the public on project benefits?
CEA 7 - 900’ Bridge
et .- Chain up / off areas e WSDOT and our partners plan to continue our work with

schools and universities to help them understand the

unique environment of Snogualmie Pass.
e The science of road ecology is new and allows many exciting
o Rocky Run Creek CEA ways to interact with and educate people from grade-schoolers
! to professionals.
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Will partnerships in preservation
and conservation henefit the project?

o Partnerships allow agencies and
conservation groups to work together to
acquire land that protects CEA investments.

o Collaboration promotes land management
and land use decisions that are consistent
with CEA objectives.

* These investments bolster regional efforts to
conserve lands in the Central Cascades.

How will the WSDOT Will wildlife and

get wildlife over or under 1-90?

o Wildlife exclusion fencing or other physical
obstructions will channel wildlife to a variety
of small, medium, and large crossing
structures designed to provide safe and
effective passage.

¢ Reduced wildlife access to the roadway will
benefit the traveling public by minimizing
wildlife / vehicle collisions.
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What is a hydrologic connectivity zone?

e Hydrologic connectivity zones (HCZs) are
locations where moving water through the
highway is important for habitat functions and
water quality on both sides of the highway.

e HCZs link wetlands, shallow aquifers or
other hydrologic features, and are important
to stream and upland habitats.

restoration efforts bhe monitored?

e Measuring the performance of CEA
investments will occur at the connectivity
structures and at a landscape scale.

e This monitoring effort will aid in adaptive
management of project designs and land
management decisions for monitoring
partners.

e Techniques include motion-activated
cameras, snowtracking, and many other
methods.
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Why will the project incorporate a
Cascadian theme into the project designs?

o The Cascadian theme will give the project area a
uniform look that is consistent with National Scenic
Byway and US National Forest Service guidelines.

e This design theme will use stone and wood
textures and images matching the mountain
environment.

o The guidelines for this design were developed
collaboratively with the Mountains to Sound
Greenway and the US Forest Service.

How is WSDOT mitigating for impacts from
this project?

o The project was thoroughly analyzed and found to have potentially significant
adverse environmental effects, as a result the Final Environmental Impact
Statement (Final EIS) was completed in August 2008.

o \WSDOQT is strategically applying our Final EIS commitments to wildlife and
hydraulic connectivity, restoration, and roadside re-vegetation as mitigation for
the project’s effects to the natural environment.

o These strategies are outlined in the information presented below.



PROJECT TIMELINE 1999 - 2018
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Contact Information

Jason Smith - Environmental Manager
South Central Region - Environmental
PO Box 12560

1999 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) public scoping period
2000 EIS interdisciplinary team formed
Preliminary engineering and environmental analysis and reports 2000-2005
2002 Multi-discipline team formed
2005 Spring - Transportation Partnership Account (TPA)
legislation funds Hyak to Keechelus Dam - Phase 1
Summer - Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
public hearings comment period
2006 June - Preferred alternative identified
July - Continue preliminary engineering and environmental analysis
for the preferred alternative crossing at Price/Noble CEA
2008 Summer - Publish Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)
and Issue Record of Decision (ROD)
2009 Spring - Scheduled construction start - PHASE 1A
Fall - Finish construction - PHASE 1A
2010 Spring - Scheduled construction start - PHASE 1B
Hyak to Keechelus Dam project
2011 Spring - Scheduled construction start - PHASE 1C
Hyak to Keechelus Dam project
2017 Summer - Scheduled construction completion
Hyak to Keechelus Dam project
2018 Wildlife Monitoring continues

’ Washington State

Department of Transportation

Yakima, Washington 98909

Toll-free: 1-888-535-0738
E-mail: SmithJW@wsdot.wa.gov
www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/i90/SnoqualmiePassEast
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Materials can be provided in alternative
formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities by
calling the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard
of hearing may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

Title VI Notice to Public: WSDOT assures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 by prohibiting discrimination based on race, color, national origin and sex in the provision
of benefits and services. For information on the Department’s Title VI Program, please contact
the Title VI Coordinator at 360-705-7098.

Updated January 2011
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What is the purpose of the I1-90 Snoqualmie Pass East
Project?

WSDOT will meet projected traffic demands and improve public safety on
Interstate 90 (I-90) between Hyak and Easton by reducing avalanche delays,
stabilizing rock slopes, replacing deteriorated pavement, adding capacity, and
improving bridges and culverts across 1-90 to connect fish and wildlife.

WSDOT will minimize safety risks from wildlife / vehicle co///sios
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The 15-mile long 1-90 Project area is largely built on National Forest land.
The large areas of protected state, federal, and conservation land north and
south of 1-90 supports a broad range of habitats and a diverse array of plants

and wildlife. i " J v
- e TN Ay ' Henry M Jackson
. . Snohomish Wild
Since the late 1990s, the area has been managed according to the U.S. o/ o

Forest Service (USFS) Snoqualmie Pass Adaptive Management Area Plan.
This plan requires protection of old-growth habitat, removal of portions of
existing U.S. Forest Service roads, and management of recreation to facilitate
wildlife movement. In recent years, through the acquisition of private land,
there have been substantial private and public land conservation efforts
to protect old-growth forest, provide larger contiguous blocks of forested
habitat, and facilitate habitat connectivity across the 1-90 corridor. Over
the last 15 years, the Cascades Conservation Partnership, the Mountains-
to-Sound Greenway Trust, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and
USFS have invested over $100 million in these efforts. The combination of
land purchases and exchanges has added 75,000 acres (approximately 117
square miles) of conservation land and additional National Forest land within
the 1-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project area. USFS management plans and
conservation group land management activities give WSDOT confidence that
our ecological connectivity investments are protected.
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After years of studying the I-90 Project area, WSDOT and its partners have
developed multiple ways to improve ecological connectivity while also meeting
transportation objectives and the Snoqualmie Pass Adaptive Management
Area Plan goals. For example, as WSDOT removes the bridges and culverts

to accommodate the widening of the interstate, it will rebuild them large ! ,_,;,—,-. S A S fnﬁﬁ%éﬁerest

enough to facilitate the movement of wildlife and aquatic systems. This will g")eurs; | FederayOwneglanos

also improve safety by helping reduce wildlife / vehicle collisions and re- B E*I National Park I sitoomneoancs {7777 | oany b
connecting habitat across 1-90. When complete, 1-90 Project improvements I st on-vicenes ity Limis N

will create a healthier ecosystem for the plants, wildlife, and aquatic systems I vieress Mejor Hycroogy —— s
of the Central Cascades. Docir Gonon g s o g, ot o oot s _




