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SR 520 Project Open House 
2007 Outreach Event 
Tuesday | 28 June 07 
 

 
 

Event 
 
Open House 
 

  
Date & Time: 

 
June 28, 2007: 4 am - 7 pm 
 

 
Location: 

 
Stevens Elementary School 
1242 18th Ave E, Seattle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback from Open House Comment Forms (19) 
 
How would you describe your interest in the project? 
Project area resident - 13 
Interested citizen - 8 
Cyclist - 8 
Park User - 7 
Transit rider - 5 

Single-occupant commuter - 4 
Project area businessperson - 3 
Pedestrian – 2 
Carpooler - 2 
Other - 0 

 
How did you hear about this open house? 
E-mail announcements – 4 
Print advertisements – 4 
Postcard – 4 
Other – 2 (walked by) 

Friend or neighbor – 1 
Transit flyering – 1 
Project Web site – 0 
Web advertisements – 0 

 
Common Questions/Comments Received 
Transportation and Traffic 
• I favor the Pacific Interchange because it offers: better connection to UW Sound Transit stop; 

Traffic from westbound 520 to Northbound Montlake Blvd.  Avoids Montlake Bridge but Union 
Bay Bridge has high profile and large footprint, especially increased construction in and over 
water. 

• I'm most concerned that it be a complete solution.  If the tie ins for I5 and 405 don't work this 
will only shift the pain points.  Bring on the bike path!! 

• The goal of this project should be traffic reduction, not expansion.  A point to point mass transit 
should be used instead of a bridge open to all.  Ferries? 

• Tell the Gov. to build it.  As a native and world traveler, I'd like to see Seattle come of age. 
• The proposed connections for cyclists on both sides looks pretty good.  Make sure the trail is 

wide enough for peds too! 
• My concern is increased noise from I-5 and 520 and the traffic backup to I-5 from cars getting 

onto 520 and the backup on 520 from cars getting off 520. 
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• Minimize neighborhood traffic - Montlake, Portage Bay, Roanoke Park.  Favor Pacific 
Interchange in that regard, but please consider in any solution.  I like the bike route. 

• We need a solution that solves "multi-mode" transportation issues not the requirements for the 
future.  Simply increasing the amount of traffic across the bridge is not the answer. 

• Whatever we do - make it work well for buses & transit.  Peak oil, tolls, lack of parking - provide 
a fast, reliable transit alternative - no congestion from cars.  Allow for an efficient bus route from 
Eastside that stops at Monlake or Husky but continues to I-5 (Downtown or Northbound) esp 
offpeak this is required. 

• Better flow, Reduce congestion on bridge 
• We want the Pacific Interchange.  We want access back to the U-district 
• We need transportation investments that create strong incentives to choose more efficient 

transportation option.  A six-lane 520 bridge creates exactly the opposite incentives. 
 
Environment 
• It feels like you are making the right efforts to prevent things from being "worse" than they are.  

And perhaps better. 
• Please use native vegetation and proper restoration approaches when mitigating.  Use "Green 

building" alternatives if possible.  Add trees as a buffer if it can be done. 
• It will improve the enviro 
• Concern about the loss and shading of Marsh & Foster Islands from the expanded bridge. 
• Minimize footprint over Portage Bay. 
• In other parts of world transportation solutions due not devalue the environment.  Why in the 

United States do we insist on building "Long Beach California" style structure that ruin 
everything. 

• Protect Wetlands, Marsh Island, Union Bay 
• Actual impact at I-5 is of interest 
 
Design and Communities 
• Lids are good but drawings are difficult and the trees look out of scale i.e. larger than life. 
• The interchanges look like they will be quite nice.  The construction period will of course be 

hard on all. 
• Pacific Interchange the best long-term solution. 
• Not my specialty. 
• I like the lids. 
• I like the proposed lid/parks from 520 at I-5. 
• Please be sensitive to how far North replace bridge is.  Many people live just North of the 

current span and expect the new to more or less straddle the old. 
• Immersed Tunnel Tube from I-5 to Union Bay (Foster Island) - Price $2.5 Billion! 
• Keep transit stops at 92nd Ave & Evergreen & Montlake 
• Narrower lanes, quieter pavement, less concrete, fewer ramps 
 
Funding and Tolling 
• It won't get cheaper if we wait.  Get it done! 
• Please consider tolls to be single funding source, including across I-90. 
• Unavoidable 
• Those who use it should be paying for it.  Tolling should start now. 
• Should toll I-405 & I-90 also 
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• Tolling should be the same for all commuters, including bicycles to pay for the costs 
associated.  Or they should be based on size - motorcycle less - scooters less - SUV's more. 

• Tolls will be necessary.  If 520 is tolled, then I-90 should also be tolled.   
 
Other topics 
• We citizen voters (RTID anyone?) want 520 events to be meetings not open house.  The new 

mediators should stand up and speak so ALL can hear!. 
• How can I find out study status of 520 interchange @ 130th Ave NE (for East direction only – 

124th covers west direction) 
• GOOD LUCK! 
• The State must ungag the University of Washington and let it speak out publicly about adverse 

impacts.  The State must let those living North of the Ship Canal have independent experts to 
challenge the WDOT's statements and investigate afresh.  The Residents must select those 
experts.  They can not be part of WashDOT's Team. 

• I see nothing here (Open House) about entrances or exits as on Montlake.  OK - got a little.  
Consider a tunnel from westbound traffic heading north about under possible bridge instead of 
it. 

• Lets get an Independent Engineering Feasibility Study one today on the Immersed Tunnel 
Tube Alternative. 

• I am intrigued with all the posters headed "What We Heard".  Let's consider what you 
apparently did not heard: 1) A large segment of the prospective voting public prefers a 4-lane 
bridge to a 6-lane bridge; 2) A similarly large segment is appalled by the Pacific Street 
Interchange (including the official UW position opposing this monstrosity); 3) Word on the street 
is that the entire RTID package might be voted down primarily over these concerns.  Despite 
the obvious momentum toward attempting to ram a six-lane bridge down our throats, it is not 
too late to revisit a four-lane option that is less costly, less environmentally, destructive and 
more consistent with the goals of promoting more efficient transportation options, and very 
likely would fare better at the polls.  WSDOT needs to conduct extensive polling to assess 
levels of voter support for 1) six-lane vs four-lane, 2) Pacific Street Interchange vs. not.  If the 
entire RTID package sinks under the weight of the 520 project, our transportation infrastructure 
might never recover. 

 
Tell us your thoughts about our open house location 
• Location is very convenient.  Staffing and lobbying inside and outside the open house were a 

bit overwhelming.  Plenty of staff to answer questions - a good thing. 
• MOHAI might have been a more fitting location 
• My neighborhood - convenient. 
• Very good 
• The State must hold balanced meetings.  All so far are south of the Ship Canal and cater to 

those edges to move the freeway to the UofW Campus.  A meeting should be held on campus 
after Fall Quarter starts so students and faculty can voice their opinion.  The State must invite 
dissenters indoors to state their views.  Excluding the Arboretum speaker shows the WASH 
DOT bias and its desire to push through its preference without giving the public information to 
make its own decision. 

• Need an Open House in the NE sector of Seattle 
• Mr Fies and Ms Wessman were very helpful 
• OK 
• OK - map could be included with email notice 
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• I feel that it was not a very good choice, especially for people (such as me) who chose to get 
here via Metro. 

 
Are there any additional topics you are interested in that were not covered tonight? 
• Lake Washington statistics and challenges affecting design, i.e. 200ft deep. 
• Unfortunately, WASH DOT forgot that it is working for the public and at the decision-making 

stage it must be objective, treating equally those who align with its preference and those who 
don't 

• Alternative designs NOT in the DEIS 
• Not enough on the design, esp Pacific vs Montlake 
• Better to have MEETING format, INTRODUCE PEOPLE, Ask for comments, especially now 

mediators 
• Expected life of new bridge! And comparable maintenance costs 
 


